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I dedicate this book to all who are engaged in spiritual warfare. I 
hope these insights will help some to weather the storms of 
demonic assault until we arrive at a brighter morning than exists in 
the world at present. To God be glory through His Son Jesus 
Christ forever, who has ordained the believer to absolute victory. 
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Preface 


When the inspiration first arose in my mind to write a 
book about spiritual warfare, it did not occur to me the size 
or dimensions of the subject at hand. After the initial 
launching of the project and upon further consideration, the 
sheer vastness of the subject dictated the limitations of my 
wiiting on the subject. Therefore, instead of focusing on 
some of the more popular aspects of spiritual warfare, such as 
casting out of demons and that sort of thing, I decided to 
write about the more mundane, and in many ways, more 
covert type of spiritual warfare that is common to almost all 
believers in one way or another. It is the overlooked and 
silent war that rages within the believer’s mind. This type is 
mainly waged in the mind of the believer against his or her 
faith where the waves of fear and doubt attempt to drown 
our trust in Christ. Though this type of warfare often goes 
unnoticed by many, it is just as real and serious as the more 
sensational type. It rages in the mind against sound Bible 
doctrine, and leaves millions of unsuspecting believers 
suffering as casualties from the wounds that it inflicts within. 
In many cases it can cripple a believer on the inside for life. 


My hope and prayer is that this book would bring clarity 
and inner healing by the power of God’s Spirit to those who 
read it and need spiritual healing. There are hundreds of 
millions of people out there who truly need healing in this 
area. The beginning of healing is to know and recognize the 
truth about this important issue. It is like cancer; the longer it 
goes untreated the worse it gets. I truly hope that this book 
will shed some important light within and help aid toward 
that goal. 


1 BY THE DAWN’S EARLY LIGHT 


“And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for the sky is 
red and threatening.’ You know how to interpret the 
appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of 
the times.” (ESV, Matthew 16:3) 


The opening words to the Star Spangled Banner contain a 
biting question! Oh, say can you see? From the dawn of 
human history, humanity has been under spiritual attack, and 
has been inflicted by the tyranny of sin, which has resulted in 
universal spiritual blindness. The only way to remove this 
blindness is through placing personal faith in Christ. 
“Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be 
taken away.” (KJV, 2 Corinthians 3:16) The battle-lines are 
clearly drawn in the sand of human purpose and history. All 
that is light in Christ is on one side, and all that is in darkness, 
which is ultimately controlled by the god of this age or world, 
who is Satan, is on the other side of the divide. 


Ultimately, all evil, sin, and spiritual darkness involved 
with the human race can be traced to that ancient moment 
when humanity was in the morning of creation, at which time 
he departed from God, and decided to follow his own will. 
Even death entered into human history because of Adam’s 
indiscretion.““Therefore, just as sin came into the world 
through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread 
to all men because all sinned” (ESV, Romans _ 5:12) 
Something strange happened to mankind as a result of the fall 
into sin and death. Humans became inward, self-centered, 
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self-conscious, covert, and prideful. Instead of being free to 
fellowship with his Creator through the freedom of truth and 
God consciousness, he became enslaved within his soul to 
spiritual blindness. Ever since that time mankind has been 
stumbling through the ages, building kingdoms and empires. 
Like a blind man groping through the darkness in his inner- 
man, feeling his way through the story of his own existence, 
one step at a time he struggles to find purpose and meaning 
for being. “That they might seek God, if perhaps they could 
erope for Him and find Him. Yes, though He is not far from 
any one of us.” (Weymouth, Acts 17:27) Humans are truly 
lost in the sense of understanding the reason for their 
existence and importance in the plan of God. 


Yet, at the dawn’s early light of human history, God’s 
grace proved greater than man’s sin, and the light of eternal 
redemption arose even then in the Garden of Eden. While 
man and woman were busy sewing fig leaves together to 
cover and conceal their corporate sin, God was seeking them 
out. Man was not looking for God, but God was searching 
for him, both male and female. Truth, light, life, and love 
found them. Mankind did not realize it at the time, but there 
is a better place than even the paradise of the Garden of 
Eden, which is the grace of God. Though they lost paradise 
and its comforts, they gained something of greater value. 
They gained their purpose as recipients of undeserved favor. 
Yet, the saga of sin and slavery has persisted through the 
ages. Even though Christ’s death on the cross completely 
paid for the penalty of man’s sin, and God reconciled the 
world to Himself, thus making peace, man has persisted in 
waging war against his Creator, and has consistently chosen 
darkness over light. Saint John put it this way in the first 
chapter of his Gospel. “And the light shineth in darkness; 
and the darkness comprehended it not.” (KJV, John 1:5) 


The picture of redemption is woven throughout human 
history. It is embedded in the fabric of all our lives no matter 
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which side of the story one is on. Christians live in a unique 
position and relationship to the sunrise of their salvation. 
Though all true Christians are in the morning of the 
resurrection of our Lord, they experience this state in a world 
of darkness and Christ rejection. 


(john 9:1) And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man 
which was blind from Ars birth. 


(john 9:2) And his disciples asked him, saying, 
Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that 
he was born blind? 


(john 9:3) Jesus answered, Neither hath this man 
sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of 
God should be made manifest in him. 


John 9:4) I must work the works of him that 
sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when 
no man can work. 


(john 9:5) As long as I am in the world, I am the 
light of the world. (KJV) 


This situation places each Christian in the heart of enemy 
territory. Whether the child of God realizes it or not, each 
Christian is steeped into cosmic spiritual warfare of 
unimaginable proportions. There is a blindness upon men in 
this age. It is a spiritual blindness. The Christian is either 
awake to this reality or asleep to it.“Wherefore he saith, 
Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give thee light.” (KJV, Ephesians 5:14) Though this 
verse could be a call to the citizens in Ephesus to receive 
Christ and thus receive the free gift of eternal life, or be 
quickened from the dead, there still remains the concept and 
reality of spiritual sleeping for the saved. The Apostle Paul 
specifically prayed for the Ephesian believers to have their 
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spiritual eyes opened. “The eyes of your understanding being 
enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, 
and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 
saints.” (X]V, Ephesians 1:18) Christ spoke of the time when 
He walked the Earth as the day, and the time that He 
departed from His physical presence in the Earth as the night 
in John’s Gospel, chapter 9. There was no greater example 
given in Scripture of this need of awakening than the events 
which occurred on the morning of Christ’s resurrection. 


Mark 16:1 And when the sabbath was past, Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might 
come and anoint him. 


Mark 16:2 And very early in the morning the first 
day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre at 
the rising of the sun. 


Mark 16:3 And they said among themselves, Who 
shall roll us away the stone from the door of the 
sepulchre? 


Mark 16:4 And when they looked, they saw that 
the stone was rolled away: for it was very great. 


Mark 16:5 And entering into the sepulchre, they 
saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed 
in a long white garment; and they were affrighted. 


Mark 16:6 And he saith unto them, Be not 
affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was 
crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the 
place where they laid him. 
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Mark 16:7 But go your way, tell his disciples and 
Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: there 
shall ye see him, as he said unto you. 


Mark 16:8 And they went out quickly, and fled 
from the sepulchre; for they trembled and were 
amazed: neither said they any thing to any man; 


for they were afraid. (KJV) 


Fear had taken over their minds instead of faith. They 
were temporarily blinded by unbelief. Though the 
resurrection of our Lord took place centuries ago, which 
inaugurated a new day for humanity, the world has gone on in 
spiritual blindness. This present age is what Christ refereed to 
as the night. Even much of the Church has remained 
spiritually asleep through this age. Certainly, the malady of 
spiritual sleepwalking has inflicted much of the Church 
throughout its two thousand years of history. This is 
undoubtedly true from a doctrinal as well as a service 
standpoint, and spiritual warfare remains a major component 
of the believer’s life throughout this age. 


2 Corinthians 4:1 Therefore seeing we have this 
ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; 


2 Corinthians 4:2 But have renounced the hidden 
things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, 
nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by 
manifestation of the truth commending ourselves 
to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 


2 Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is 
hid to them that are lost: 


2 Corinthians 4:4 In whom the god of this world 
hath blinded the minds of them which believe 
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not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, 
who is the image of God, should shine unto 


them. (K[V) 


Evidently, Christ’s resurrection ushered in a new day or 
age to humanity. It was the light of dawn shining upon a lost 
creation. The light of the new morning has shined upon all 
who have believed unto salvation. However, this does not 
mean the end of all spiritual blindness in the world, not even 
for the Church. Though spiritual blindness is temporary for 
the believer in Christ, and the one who is afflicted with this 
sickness will eventually be healed and delivered, the battle 
between light and darkness rages on through this age, which 
is defined as evil in character.““Who gave himself for our sins, 
that he might deliver us from this present evil world, 
according to the will of God and our Father:’ (KIV, 
Galatians 1:4) There are no national borders or boundaries 
that separate people from this warfare. Though it may 
manifest itself differently under the uniqueness of specific 
political systems throughout the world, there is no essential 
difference between spiritual blindness in people in China 
versus those in America. Spiritual blindness is universal. 
Spiritual blindness is spiritual blindness, no matter where it is 
found. 


The essential reason for spiritual blindness in the world is 
the need for people to open their hearts to the Gospel 
message and receive salvation in Christ; thus their lost and 
blind condition is remedied to a great extent. However, this 
deliverance into the kingdom of light does not guarantee that 
the individual will walk his or her saved life with open eyes, 
and seeing with spiritual eyes. Many believers in Christ go on 
with at least a partial blindness to spiritual issues in life. There 
are a number of central causes for this condition to take hold 
of a believer, which are Satan’s influence, pride, and 
ignorance. Though the perfect remedy for this sickness has 
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already been given to all believers, who is the indwelling Holy 
Spirit of God, spiritual darkness or blindness still yields a 
devastatingly negative impact and effect upon the 
effectiveness of the Chutch’s witness and service to Christ in 
this age. “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with 
goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou 
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked. 
(KJV, Revelation 3:17) This condition exists because Christ 
does not force His will upon His children for the most part. 
He wants us to yield to Him out of a heart of willful 
submission and love for our Lord. 


Though the victory is clearly assigned to all who believe, 
the battle has raged on through this age. 


Romans 8:31 What shall we then say to these 
things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 


Romans 8:32 He that spared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not 
with him also freely give us all things? 


Romans 8:33 Who shall lay any thing to the 
charge of God's elect? It 7s God that justifieth. 


Romans 8:34 Who zs he that condemneth? If is 
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us. 


Romans 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? sha// tribulation, or distress, of 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? 
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Romans 8:36 As it is written, For thy sake we are 
killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep 
for the slaughter. 


Romans 8:37 Nay, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved us. 


Romans 8:38 For I am persuaded, that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 


Romans 8:39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 


Lord. (K]V) 


The victory described in this well known passage from 
Paul’s letter to the Romans is clearly attributed to the love of 
God in Christ Jesus. There is no willful act of submission on 
behalf of the believer. This passage describes God’s gracious 
work of salvation for the undeserved sinner, who is saved by 
grace through faith in Christ alone.“For whatsoever is born 
of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith.’(K]V, 1 John 5:4) 
Nothing could be clearer; it is faith in Christ alone that brings 
this all consuming victory over the world. It is Christ’s 
Finished Work on the cross that brought this to fruition, 
nothing else. 


The Star-Spangled banner was written in the early 
morning of American history. The American democracy was 
just about thirty years old when Francis Scott Key penned the 
famous poem in 1814 during the battle of Baltimore. It 
would eventually be set to music and become our national 
anthem. After suffering a humiliating defeat in the American 
Revolutionary War, which officially ended in 1785, Great 
Britain decided to attempt to give it another try, only to suffer 
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another humiliating defeat. Though the essential war to win 
our freedom had been fought and won years before, there 
was another attempt to end our freedom early in the morning 
of our history. The war of 1812 would not be the last attempt 
to end the experiment of American democracy; there would 
be many more attempts throughout our history to end the 
glory of our political freedom. Similarly, at the dawn of the 
Christian era, the Lord won our victory over the enslavement 
of sin and death. He triumphantly arose from the grave, 
granting the right to all who would believe on His name the 
right to become children of God and receive the free gift of 
eternal life, which resulted in spiritual freedom from sin and 
death. However, the battle over the spiritual freedom of 
believers raged on. Within the first few decades of early 
Church history, there were numerous attempts to end the 
proclamation of the Good News of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. 


Early in Church history, about 44 AD, King Herod 
Agrippa had the Apostle James, the brother of John executed 
by the sword. It was obviously an attempt to send a chilling 
message of fear to anyone who would walk in the footsteps 
of Christ or His Apostles. When the threat of death did not 
stop the spread of the Gospel, Satan resorted to another 
tactic. Instead of resisting the Church outwardly, he did it 
inwardly. Judaizers had followed Paul wherever he traveled to 
spread the Gospel. At times they stirred up trouble among 
the crowds to cause many of the imprisonments and beatings 
that he suffered. When that didn’t completely shut down the 
Apostle they covertly entered Christian fellowship and tried 
to pervert the essential message of grace to a mixed bag of 
faith in Christ plus works of the Law. “And that because of 
false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to 
spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they 
might bring us into bondage:” (KJV, Galatians 2:4) Paul 
vehemently resisted that message in the letter to the 
Galatians. “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith 
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Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the 
yoke of bondage.” (KJV, Galatians 5:1) 


There are three main foes to the Christian, which are the 
Devil, the world, and the flesh. As true as this is, the list may 
be an oversimplification of the issue. It is true that each of 
the three in this list have the power to limit the walk of the 
believer to a great degree. Since this is true it would benefit 
the believer to gain an understanding of each of these three 
foes. So let’s take each one under consideration, one at a 
time. 


The Devil goes by a number of appellations in Scripture: 
Satan, diabolos, the evil one, the father of lies, the grand 
deceiver, the tempter, the serpent of old, the prince of the 
power of the air, the god of this age or world, the accuser of 
the brethren, the angel of light, and a murderer from the 
beginning. He is the arch enemy of God and our souls. 
Though the Christian is under the direct care and protection 
of God, the Almighty permits a contest to be carried out 
between the Devil and each saint. Since this contest is going 
on in all believer’s lives, one might want to know the nature 
of this activity. All we need to do to assess this insidious 
activity is to go back to the account in Genesis chapter three. 


Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more subtil 
than any beast of the field which the LORD God 
had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, 
hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of 
the garden? 


Genesis 3:2 And the woman said unto the 
serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of 


the garden: 


Genesis 3:3 But of the fruit of the tree which zs in 
the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall 
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not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 


Genesis 3:4 And the serpent said unto the 
woman, Ye shall not surely die: 


Genesis 3:5 For God doth know that in the day 
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 


(KY) 


Has God said? That is the crux of all Satanic attacks. It is 
all about the veracity of God’s Word and the propositions 
that it makes. It was his diabolical strategy to separate humans 
from God’s Word through adding or elaborating upon it. The 
command was direct and simple. The proposition was simple 
as well. The options were plain. This wasn’t rocket science. 
The command was, “You shall not eat of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.” The proposition was, “If you 
do, you will die.” The option was, “You may eat of any of the 
other trees in the garden.” There it is. It seems simple 
enough. However, the serpent was more subtle than any 
other creature. He was able to seduce Eve into a logical 
conversation, and she elaborated on what God had said. The 
next step was to enter into her own judgment about the 
appearance of the fruit. She ate and was separated from 
God’s Word. Adam joined in the rebellion and the attack 
was complete. The human race was ruined. The human race 
was separated from the source of all life, who is God, by way 
of being separated from His Word. From that moment on 
humanity had entered a pathway that would lead essentially 
downward, inward, self-centered, and self-serving. Only the 
erace of God would enlighten his pathway through the saga 
and story of redemption in Christ Jesus. 


So how does he attack believers today? He uses the same 
approach. “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent 
beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be 
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corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” (KJV, 2 
Corinthians 11:3) The Bible is incredibly complex, but the 
essential message of the Gospel is incredibly simple. What I 
mean by this statement is, there is a diverse number of 
complex subjects involved in understanding the Bible as a 
whole. One could spend a lifetime studying these subjects 
and not exhaust a single area or subject. Bibliology, 
eschatology, prophecy, dispensations, hermeneutics, and 
exegesis ate some areas of study, just to name a few. 
However, the Gospel is very simple. It says that God has 
provided a complete forgiveness to any person who will 
believe upon Christ for salvation alone. To depend on Christ 
for His faithfulness to keep a believer in the will of God 
forever is not complex. It is simple to trust God. Yet, the 
adversary of our souls is still very subtle in his approach. So 
the main way that Satan is attacking believers today is by 
getting them to elaborate on the central issue that the Word 
of God presents, which is the Gospel. In other words, we are 
saved by grace, plus nothing. It is so simple that it eludes 
people. The constant temptation presented to the believer is 
that there must be something more to salvation than just 
believing on the name of Jesus. There are dozens of Scripture 
verses that verify this to be the case, but just one short 
passage is necessary at this point in our discussion to seal the 
case. 


John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 


John 3:17 For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. 


John 3:18 Whoever believes in him is not 


condemned, but whoever does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed 
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in the name of the only Son of God. (ESV) 


There it is, in all its glorious simplicity. All who have 
believed on Him have eternal life and are not condemned; all 
that have not believed on Him are condemned already. There 
are no good works connected to the passage. There is no 
discipleship associated with the proposition. There is no 
ceremony or ritual such as water baptism connected to the 
proposition either. There is no extent to the intensity of the 
believing on His name involved. There is no extended time 
frame involved, such as continue to believe throughout life. 
There is no consecutive action involved such as fruit bearing, 
or even believing over and over again in order to justify 
God’s promise to save the one who comes just one time to 
trust Him at His Word. How could it be that simple? 
Nothing is that simple! Nothing is that simple except for 
salvation in Christ. Our elaboration on the issue of salvation 
by grace through faith alone cuts to the core of God’s 
faithfulness and direct truthfulness concerning His promise. 
It is from this essential promise that all other extenuating 
issues for the Christian flow. 


The next adversary that the Christian faces is the flesh. It 
has nothing to do with the flesh of the human body, which is 
termed the soma in the Greek. Christ had a real human body 
and there was nothing evil or sinful about it. Emanuel means 
God with us. The incarnation is core to the Christian Gospel. 
Therefore, there is nothing evil or sinful about the human 
body in general. God created it and called it good. When the 
Scripture speaks about the flesh as a sinful entity, it uses 
another Greek word, which is sarx. This term has to do with 
the inner character of human beings. All humans are born 
with a sarx or sinfully depraved character, which was 
inherited from our federal headship in Adam. Until people 
are saved by grace in Christ, this fleshly, inward, self-serving, 
loathsome, depraved, and rebellious character rules the 
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thoughts and intents of every person. It is a dictator, which 
tules the soul of all un-regenerated people. Adam’s soul is the 
impetus behind most of the worlds thoughts and actions. It is 
the reason the world is in rebellion against God. However, 
when a man turns to the Lord he becomes a new creature in 
Christ. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” (ESV, 
2 Corinthians 5:17) This verse of Scripture declares the end 
of the sar or adamic rule for all who are regenerated at 
salvation. It has nothing to do with the immediate change of 
behavior in the believer, only the end of the dictatorship of 
the adamic rule since birth. Therefore, the great foe of our 
soul, the sarx, is largely defeated for the believer at salvation. 
The believer is said to be dead to the old man in Paul’s letter 
to the Romans. “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified 
with /im, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that 
henceforth we should not serve sin.” (K[V, Romans 6:6) The 
old man in this verse is clearly a reference to the adamic sin 
nature that all humans are born with. 


So if this is true, then how, and to what extent does the 
flesh pose a threat to the Christian? The answer to this is 
twofold. First, the entire world is flowing in an opposite 
direction that God wants it to travel through inward 
rebellion. However, God is allowing this time of human 
history to run its wicked course through God’s prophetic 
plan, which will bring all things in alignment to His purpose 
and intentions for His creation. Therefore, the general 
thoughts, aspirations, plans, and desires of the world are not 
from God, but rather find their inspiration in the adamic soul 
ot mind of the entire human race outside of Christ. The 
second, is that each believer still bears the thoughts of the 
adamic mindset to a large degree and can obey one of two 
sets of instructions or patterns of thought at at anytime. 
These two mindsets ate termed the carnal mind, which leads 
to death, and the spiritual mind, which leads to life and peace. 
Each believer is called to have their old mind, which is largely 
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patterned after the sam or adamic nature, to be transformed 
ot renewed. “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what 7s that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 
(KJV, Romans 12:2) In other words, the sam way of thinking 
presents a loathsome problem for the believer that is 
unwilling to be disciplined or discipled by the Holy Spirit’s 
teaching. The believer is warned numerous times in Scripture 
to not grieve the Holy Spirit of God. “And grieve not the 
holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption.” (KJV, Ephesians 4:30) The believer is also 
called to not walk or live like the unregenerate people of the 
world. 


Ephesians 4:17 This I say therefore, and testify in 
the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other 
Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 


Ephesians 4:18 Having the understanding 
darkened, being alienated from the life of God 
through the ignorance that is in them, because of 


the blindness of their heart: (K[V) 


We should take note in this passage on the emphasis 
toward a changed life in terms of behavior, which is rooted in 
a changed mind. This means that the un-yielded believer, 
though saved as saved can be, is separated from many of the 
life-giving benefits or blessings of his or her salvation. This is 
why repentance which means to change the mind or turn the 
mind around for the believer is conjoined with confession, 
which means to agree by way of proclamation. In other 
words, if and when the believer is faced with a sinful path in 
life, the Holy Spirit instructs that individual not to go down it, 
either in his or her conscience. This is by direct injunction 
from the written Word of God for those who are of the age 
of accountability, or by the watchful eyes and guidance of a 
parent, grandparent, or guardian over children. At that point 
the believer can agree with God and turn around his or her 
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way of thinking about the issue at hand or follow their own 
will, which is patterned after Adam’s sarx nature. If the 
individual comes into agreement with God about this 
pathway they are said to confess or proclaim the pathway at 
hand as sinful, and willfully do not travel down it. This is 
termed as repentance. This decision leads to the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness. Thus the daily battle rages against the 
believer concerning the flesh. 


The world or the cosmos in the Greek means arrangement. 
The arrangement of the world has largely been shaped or 
inspired by the devil and the flesh, sarx. The devil, or the 
diabolos, is termed the god of this age or world. He has 
obviously usurped this distinction, and does not deserve 
worship because he is a created being. Yet, he seeks worship 
by the occupants of the world, which is the basis of all false 
religion throughout the arrangement of the world system. 


A distinction between the Earth and the world system 
should be employed by the discerning student of the Bible or 
the disciple of Christ. “The earth 7s the LORD'S, and the 
fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.” (KJV, 
Psalm 24:1) The Scripture attributes creation and all that is in 
it to the Creator who is worthy of worship. Yet, the world 
system (cosmos of atrangement) is warped from what God had 
originally intended. 


Do Not Love the World 

1 John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the 
things shat are in the world. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. 


1 John 2:16 For all that zs in the world, the lust of 
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
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1 John 2:17 And the world passeth away, and the 
lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God 
abideth for ever. (KV) 


The sixteenth verse of chapter 2 of 1“ John defines three 
components of the world system which are deviant from 
God’s purpose for the world. They are the lust of the flesh, 
sarx, the lust of the eyes, which is the allurement of the 
beauty of the world system as it appeals to the senses of 
humanity, especially the sight evaluation of mankind toward 
the world system. This is largely bolstered through mankind’s 
development and achievements. The third area is the pride of 
life. There is no doubt that God created man to be great. This 
is evident in all that humans achieve. However, human 
accomplishment should never be adored or worshiped. 
Adoration and worship belong to God alone. The wrongful 
worship or adoration of the world system incorporates a 
fellowship throughout its structure. The believer in Christ has 
a unique relationship to the world. “If ye were of the world, 
the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the 
world hateth you.” (KJV, John 15:19) “But far be it from me 
to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the 
world.” (ESV, Galatians 6:14) This distinct and unique 
relationship to the world is well defined in Scripture. 


“And he said unto them, “Ye ate from beneath; | 
am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of 
this world.” (KJV, John 8:23) 


“T have given them thy word; and the world hath 
hated them, because they are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world. (KJV, John 17:14) 
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The fourteenth verse of John chapter seventeen defines 
the relationship between the Christian and the Word of God. 
In short, the child of God is in the world, but is not of it. 
More importantly, the child of God is restored to the Word 
of God. Furthermore, this world is not our home. God has 
something much better in mind than this world arrangement 
for His people. 


1 John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and 
have overcome them: because greater is he that is 
in you, than he that is in the world. 


1 John 4:5 They are of the world: therefore speak 
they of the world, and the world heareth them. 


(KY) 


As true and as fabulous as these statements are from 
God’s Word, the constant barrage of temptation with the 
specific design to wrongfully relate the believer to the world, 
continue each day in the believer’s life. Though the child of 
God is in the world, but is not of the world there is a 
constant struggle between the power of the world and the 
believer’s relationship to Christ. In one sense the world 
would be glad to embrace the child of God if he or she would 
forsake, or at least compromise, the essence and meaningful 
guidance of God’s Word. In this strange sort of way the 
believer in Christ can befriend the world. In doing so, he or 
she is said to be temporarily at enmity with God. “Ye 
adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship 
of the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will 
be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” (KJV, James 
4:4) Of course, the diabolic plan of the evil one is to separate 
the child of God from the efficacious power of God’s Word, 
and to tempt the individual into a spiritually adulterous affair 
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with the world. This usually takes place on the basis of the 
lust of the eyes through the allurement and the beauty of the 
world, or possibly the pride of life, which is simply the 
individual living life in the power of the self. It is generated 
by an old operating system lodged in the mind of every 
believer. Unfortunately, there are multitudes of believers in 
the world who are presently engaged in just such a lustful 
love affair with the world. However, God holds them in the 
palm of His gracious hand and will not let them go. “So that 
in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of 
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” (ESV, 
Ephesians 2:7) 


So there they are, the Devil, the flesh, and the world. The 
child of God must be completely armed for this warfare. God 
has provided the weapons of our warfare, but we must take 
them up in a dynamic sense. “By truthful speech, and the 
power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the 
right hand and for the left. (ESV, 2 Corinthians 6:7) We are 
commanded to put on the full armor of God that we might 
stand against our foe in battle. 


The Whole Armor of God 


Ephesians 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and 
in the strength of his might. 


Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to stand against the schemes 
of the devil. 


Ephesians 6:12 For we do not wrestle against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly places. 
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Ephesians 6:13 Therefore take up the whole 
armor of God, that you may be able to withstand 
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 


Ephesians 6:14 Stand therefore, having fastened 
on the belt of truth, and having put on the 
breastplate of righteousness, 


Ephesians 6:15 and, as shoes for your feet, 
having put on the readiness given by the gospel 
of peace. 


Ephesians 6:16 In all circumstances take up the 
shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all 
the flaming darts of the evil one; 


Ephesians 6:17 and take the helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God, 


Ephesians 6:18 praying at all times in the Spirit, 
with all prayer and supplication. To that end, 
keep alert with all perseverance, making 
supplication for all the saints, 


Ephesians 6:19 and also for me, that words may 
be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to 
proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 


Ephesians 6:20 for which I am an ambassador in 
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chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to 
speak. (ESV) 


Paul ends this well-known passage with the concept that 
he is an ambassador for the Lord, and that his speech is an 
important element in his overall witness and testimony to the 
world. “Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with 
salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each 
person.” (ESV, Colossians 4:6) Christ spoke of the believer 
losing his or her salty value to his or her witness to the world. 
“You ate the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how 
shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 
anything except to be thrown out and trampled under 
people's feet.” (ESV, Matthew 5:13) The world would love 
to trample our witness and testimony into the ground. There 
are so many Christians in our present-day situation that are 
doing just that. They are giving in to the world. They love the 
world and the things of it. They claim that it is too hard to 
fight the battle against the world, and are not willing to 
sacrifice on a personal level. Yet, the Lord said that we must 
deny ourselves and take up our cross daily if we choose to be 
His disciple. 


Matthew 16:24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If 
anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me. 


Matthew 16:25 For whoever would save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it. 


Matthew 16:26 For what will it profit a man if he 
gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or 
what shall a man give in return for his soul. 
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So what is stopping us? What blinds our eyes? What is 
causing us to lose our salty value in our witness for Christ in a 
lost Christ rejecting world? “One great power of sin is that it 
blinds men so that they do not recognize its true character.” 
(Andrew Murray) “In faith there is enough light for those 
who want to believe and enough shadows to blind those who 
don’t.” (Blaise Pascal) “For I would not, brethren, that ye 
should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in 
your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to 
Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.” (KJV, 
Romans 11:25) This is our opportunity from God to do what 
Israel failed to do centuries ago, and are presently under 
divine chastisement in terms of spiritual blindness. All 
through Israel’s history it is well documented that the nation 
waltzed with the heathen nations that surrounded her on 
every side. She flirted with Lady Folly. God sent prophet after 
prophet to warn her of the consequences of her adulterous 
relationship with the gentile nations and their customs and 
false gods. She would not listen, and she is still paying the 
price. 


Though the Christian is under the grace of God and is the 
heir of eternal riches of His grace, we should not lose sight of 
the inherent dangers of our spiritual battle. We can become 
casualties of spiritual warfare, just as Israel did centuries ago. 
God is rich in mercy and slow to anger. However, time is 
running out. There will be a day when we will all give an 
account as to what we did in the body, whether good or bad. 
How we spend our days on earth is important. This is not all 
about gaining wealth, fame or recognition by men. It is about 
pleasing the one that really matters, who is Christ the Lord. 
So, I ask again, Oh, say can you see? Do we see Christ in the 
dawn’s early light of each day? If so, do we yield to the fact 
that the battle is the Lord’s, not ours? “And he said, “Listen, 
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all Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: 
Thus says the LORD to you, ‘Do not be afraid and do not be 
dismayed at this great horde, for the battle is not yours but 
God's.” (ESV, 2 Chronicles 20:15) 
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2 WHAT SO PROUDLY WE HAIL 
“For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I ay of 
Apollos; are ye not carnal?” (KJV, 1 Corinthians 3:4) 


Often, the present-day Christian considers spiritual 
warfare as an external issue from the Church. In other words, 
they see spiritual warfare as a force exerted toward the 
Church from a source that is outside its walls, overlooking its 
own members. In the apostolic era that would have been 
represented by the pressures against the Gospel from the 
Jews and the Roman authorities. However, there are many 
types of spiritual warfare that can occur within the Church as 
well. One of the most damaging types of spiritual warfare 
within the Church is sectarianism. Sectarianism is something 
to be expected in politics, not the Church. It is a form of 
unhealthy pride, and a major component of spiritual warfare 
within the Church. Whether the battle is inward in the 
individual or the Church corporately, it really makes no 
difference. No matter what the source or point of impact 
happens to be the sin of pride divides, makes us weaker, and 
less effective. This is so because Satan knows that as long as 
we are divided as a body we are much weaker and pose much 
less of a threat to the kingdom of darkness. “For fear Satan 
should gain an advantage over us. For we are not ignorant of 
his devices.” (Weymouth, 2 Corinthians 2:11) It should also 
be noted that if knowledge of Satan’s evil plan against the 
believer was not important this verse would not be in the 
New Testament. 


There ate two types of pride in the Bible. Paul spoke of 
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both types in different context. “I am acting with great 
boldness toward you; I have great pride in you; I am filled 
with comfort. In all our affliction, I am overflowing with 
joy.” (ESV, 2 Corinthians 7:4) “In Christ Jesus, then, I have 
reason to be proud of my work for God.” (KJV, Romans 
15:17) In these two verses pride is a good thing and nothing 
to shun. There is nothing wrong with being proud of a job 
well done. 


Romans 11:16 If the dough offered as firstfruits 
is holy, so is the whole lump, and if the root is 
holy, so are the branches. 


Romans 11:17 But if some of the branches were 
broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, 
were grafted in among the others and now share 
in the nourishing root of the olive tree, 


Romans 11:18 do not be arrogant toward the 
branches. If you are, remember it is not you who 
support the root, but the root that supports you. 


Romans 11:19 Then you will say, “Branches were 
broken off so that I might be grafted in.” 


Romans 11:20 That is true. They were broken off 
because of their unbelief, but you stand fast 
through faith. So do not become proud, but fear. 


Romans 11:21 For if God did not spare the 
natural branches, neither will he spare you. 


Romans 11:22 Note then the kindness and the 
severity of God: severity toward those who have 
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fallen, but God's kindness to you, provided you 
continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will 
be cut off. 


Romans 11:23 And even they, if they do not 
continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for 
God has the power to graft them in again. 


Romans 11:24 For if you were cut from what is 
by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary 
to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much 
more will these, the natural branches, be grafted 
back into their own olive tree. (ESV) 


In this passage from the book of Romans, Paul reprimands 
both the Jews, the natural branches, and the Gentiles, the 
wild olive shoot, which was grafted in for spiritual boasting 
and arrogance, which is a form of sinful pride. Neither group 
could or should boast about salvation in the sense that they 
deserved the unmerited favor of God. Salvation is an issue of 
God’s sovereignty and mercy, and has nothing to do with any 
human being deserving the free gift. Yet, such carnal pride 
was the essence of the Corinthian Church. Not only the 
Church at Corinth was stricken by carnal pride, but early 
Church history universally seems to be inundated with the 
problem as well. 


Divisions in the Church 


1Corinthians 1:10 Now I beseech you, brethren, 
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all 
speak the same thing, and “hat there be no 
divisions among you; but shat ye be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment. 
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1Corinthians 1:11 For it hath been declared unto 
me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the 
house of Chloe, that there are contentions among 
you. 


1Corinthians 1:12 Now this I say, that every one 
of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I 
of Cephas; and I of Christ. 


1Corinthians 1:13 Is Christ divided? was Paul 
crucified for your or were ye baptized in the 
name of Paul? 


1Corinthians 1:14 I thank God that I baptized 
none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; 


1Corinthians 1:15 Lest any should say that I had 
baptized in mine own name. 


1Corinthians 1:16 And I baptized also the 
household of Stephanas: besides, I know not 
whether I baptized any other. 


1Corinthians 1:17 For Christ sent me not to 
baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with 
wisdom of wotds, lest the cross of Christ should 
be made of none effect. (ESV) 


The spirit of division based on sectarianism has been alive 
and well throughout Church history. It is wrong and even 
sinful to arrogantly boast in one’s church. Yet, instead of 
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focusing on the propagation of the Gospel, Christians have 
leaned heavily on Church pride over the centuries to, so 
called, promote the work of Christ. All such behavior and 
belief systems are carnal, and militate against the work of the 
Holy Spirit throughout the world and Christ’s Church. “And 
when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and 
righteousness and judgment:” (ESV, John 16:8) It is not 
God’s work to establish prideful factions, which compete 
against each other for bragging rights. Saint Paul understood 
the folly of all such boastful pride “So that, as it is written, 
“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” (ESV, 1 
Corinthians 1:31) 


Christians have been proudly hailing from this church or 
that church for centuries. Sectarianism has done little, if 
anything at all, to promote the true work of God in the world 
or the Church. Yet, church-ism is part and parcel of the 
normal milieu of Christian fellowship and interaction between 
themselves and those outside the Church. It clearly does 
more to build walls and bolster self-righteousness than it does 
to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. If this is so, then 
why does it go on and on? It does, because much of the 
Church is yet carnal. 


1 Corinthians 3:1 And I, brethren, could not 
speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto 
carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 


1 Corinthians 3:2 I have fed you with milk, and 
not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able /# 
bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 


1 Corinthians 3:3 For ye are yet carnal: for 
whereas here is among you envying, and strife, 
and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 
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1 Corinthians 3:4 For while one saith, I am of 
Paul; and another, I aw of Apollos; are ye not 
carnal? 


1 Corinthians 3:5 Who then is Paul, and who és 
Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even 
as the Lord gave to every man? 


1 Corinthians 3:6 I have planted, Apollos 
watered; but God gave the increase. 


1 Corinthians 3:7 So then neither is he that 
planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but 
God that giveth the increase. 


1 Corinthians 3:8 Now he that planteth and he 
that watereth are one: and every man shall receive 
his own reward according to his own labour. 


1 Corinthians 3:9 For we are labourers together 
with God: ye ate God's husbandty, ye are God's 


building.(K]V) 


The objections to setting aside sectarianism are primarily 
rooted in doctrinal distinctions and even abject and 
sometimes unfortunate differences. Though there may be a 
necessity for different worship establishments that feature 
these distinctions, there will never be a necessity to boast in 
them. There will never be a just reason to denigrate brothers 
and sisters in the Lord on the basis of uniqueness and 
distinctions throughout the body of Christ. Let’s be perfectly 
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clear about the matter. There are false teachers and doctrines 
that should absolutely be avoided and even vocally and 
sometimes vehemently reproved. However, this should never 
be done in an unloving manner, or in a manner which 
promotes further division in the Church. 


Ephesians 4:14 so that we may no longer be 
children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 
catried about by every wind of doctrine, by 
human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 
schemes. 


Ephesians 4:15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, 
we afe to grow up in every way into him who is 
the head, into Christ, (ESV) 


At the core of sectarianism is a satanic principle of divide 
and conquer. Division in the body of Christ is a mainstay of 
spiritual warfare that all true Christians who hold to the 
Gospel must contend. At the core of all spiritual warfare, is 
the personality of Satan. It is what lurks just beneath what 
meets our sensory perception. The maleficence of the 
Corinthian Church was the insidious personality of spiritual 
pride. How does this pride manifest itself in the body of 
believers? The Corinthian Church was all about being like 
God without God. It is the essence of all false worship and 
carnal activity in the Church universally. 


You said in your heart, 
“T will ascend to heaven; 
I will raise my throne above the stars of God; 


I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on 
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the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. 
I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; 
I will make myself like the Most High.” 


These five (I wills) of Satan reveal the nature of all satanic 
inspiration. What the believer says in the heart is at the root 
of his or her spiritual pride. The heart of human beings is 
often not expressed through spoken language, but is a 
language nonetheless. It often communicates in much more 
subtle terms than spoken words. Christ spoke in prayer to the 
Father in the Garden of Gethsemane concerning His will. 
“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. 
Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” (ESV, Luke 
22:42) The I wills of Satan are the opposite of Christ. Christ 
came to do the Father’s will, not His own. “For 1 have come 
down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him 
who sent me.” (ESV, John 6:38) In the face of these five I 
wills of Satan, God gives us seven of His own I wills in the 
book of Exodus. 


“Therefore say unto the children of Israel, ‘I am the 
LORD, and (1-I will) bring you out from under the burdens 
of the Egyptians, and (2-I will) rescue you from their 
bondage, and (3-I will) redeem you with a stretched out arm, 
and with great judgments. And (4-I will) take you to me for a 
people, and (5-I will) be to you a God: and you shall know 
that I am the LORD your God, who brings you out from 
under the burdens of the Egyptians. And (6-I will) bring you 
into the land which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob; and (7-I will) give it you for a heritage: I 
am the LORD” (Exodus 6:6-8). 


He brought them out from the burdens of the Egyptians, 
He rescued them from their bondage, He redeemed them 
with a stretched out arm and with great judgment to Pharaoh 
and to the land of Egypt. He took them for a people and 
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became their God. He led them from the day they came out 
of the land of Egypt, into the wilderness until they came into 
the Promised Land, and He gave them the land which He 
swote to Abraham. The children of Israel in the Old 
Testament (Old Covenant) are a shadow of the Church of the 
New Testament. Remember that the Old Testament is a 
shadow of the New Testament, and in many respects the 
seven “I wills” of God are to the Church as well. They are 
God’s prophetic promise to you and me as well. 


And this is what God prophetically promised you and me 
through Christ the Lord. 


1. Salvation — I will bring you out from under the burdens of 
the Egyptians 


yatsa' 


Brown, Divers, Biggs Old Testament Dictionary Definition: 
1) to go out, come out, exit, go forth 
Ta) (Qal) 
lal) to go or come out or forth, depart 
1a2) to go forth (to a place) 


1a3) to go forward, proceed to (to or toward 
something) 


1a4) to come or go forth (with purpose or for 
result) 


1a5) to come out of 


1b) (Hiphil) 
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1b1) to cause to go or come out, bring out, lead 
out 


1b2) to bring out of 
1b3) to lead out 
1b4) to deliver 


1c) (Hophal) to be brought out or forth 


The same way He brought out the children of Israel from 
under the burdens of the Egyptians is the same way He 
promised to save us who trust Christ for salvation in this 
dispensation. Egypt in the Bible is symbolic of the spiritual 
darkness of the world system. Pharaoh is symbolic of Satan’s 
control of human affairs through political authority in the 
world system. Though Pharaoh is symbolic of Satan’s ruling 
authority in the present world system, it is important to note 
that all political authority is established by God in the extent 
that without the present organization of power in the world, 
the world would collapse into complete anarchy. God is not 
the author of such confusion. “Let every person be subject to 
the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.” 
(ESV, Romans 13:1) It appears that the present world 
system, though permitted by God to exercise its unrighteous 
authority for the time-being, will eventually be replaced by the 
coming Kingdom, which will be ruled by the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords in perfect righteousness. “For to us a child 
is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
(ESV, Isaiah 9:6) In every dispensation God promised to save 
the individual who places trust in Him for salvation from 
under the burdens of Satan’s (dark kingdom) and the power 


John Wesley Erbentraut 


and penalty of sin. This is always achieved by the power and 
promise of the shed blood of Christ. “I will bring you out 
from under the burdens of the Egyptians”, is God 
prophetically promising salvation to all who will believe in 
Christ alone for salvation. 


2. Deliverance — I will deliver you from their bondage. 


The children of Israel being in bondage in Egypt is a 
shadow of the Church which is contending with Satanic 
authority in the present dispensation. Though the power of 
Satan will attempt to place the Church under the bondage of 
his authority, the Church of Christ rests beneath the eternal 
authority of God in Christ Jesus, and the gates of Hades shall 
not prevail against it. 


Besides the overt sinfulness in the world which is 
demonstrated through addictions, prostitution, coveting, 
lying, drunkenness, homosexuality, love of money, and 
general pride, etc, the good side of the tree is represented as 
well. This is represented through upright citizens attempting 
to impress God through their goodness. The only problem 
is, God rejects all human goodness on the grounds that all 
have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. God has 
judged none as being righteous through good works. This 
places much of the worlds population under the bondage of 
sin and Satanic rule. God prophetically promised the believer 
deliverance and demonstrated His deliverance in the book of 
Exodus. 


3. Jesus on the cross — I will redeem you with a stretched out 
arm, and with great judgments. 


The deliverance of Israel from Egypt was an Old 
Testament picture of what Christ would eventually 
accomplish for us on the cross of Calvary. 
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We see God redeeming the children of Israel from Egypt 
with an outstretched arm and great judgment to Pharaoh and 
to the land of Egypt, which was a shadow of the ultimate 
reconciliation of the world to God. On the cross we see God 
Himself, Jesus Christ, reconciling the world with stretched 
out arms and great judgments toward those trapped in the 
kingdom of darkness. It is on the cross the Genesis prophecy 
was fulfilled. “And I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise 
your head, and you shall bruise His heel.” (K]V, Genesis 
3:15) Jesus was bruised on the heel by the serpent and He 
bruised the head of the serpent. The victory that the spiritual 
warfare on the cross gained is a gift to all who believe. The 
word ‘redeem’ means to gain or regain possession of 
(something) in exchange for payment. On the cross Jesus 
redeemed humanity; He paid the price to regain humanity 
from the penalty of sin, which is death, and Satan’s rule in 
order to bring us to God. 


“Even as the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his 
life a ransom for many” (KJV, Matthew 20:28) 


“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God” 
(KJV, 1 Peter 3:18) 


Jesus paid the entire price and confirmed it when He said, 
“Tt is finished.” God fulfilled His promise to humanity when 
He redeemed us on the cross with outstretched arms and 
with great judgment to the kingdom of darkness. 


4, Adoption — I will take you to me for a people. 


After providing a complete salvation through Christ’s 
death and resurrection, God then proceeded to establish the 
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greatest adoption program that has ever existed. Every child 
of God today is so because of spiritual adoption. The Apostle 
Paul stressed the adoption of the believer in his epistles. 


Galatians 4:5: To redeem those who were under 
the law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons. 


Ephesians 1:5: Having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his will, 


Every child of God today has been adopted through the 
new birth and is said to be born-again by the Spirit. The Jew 
is said to be chosen because of their earthly lineage as 
Abraham’s descendants. However, this right of passage never 
actually placed the nation of Israel in harmony with God’s 
purpose. 


5. Revelation— I will be to you a God and you shall know that 
Iam the LORD your God. 


After adopting us, God provided the power to understand 
His Word through the illuminating light of the Holy Spirit. 
This process began with the Apostles recetving revelation in 
terms of the New Testament writings. Revelation is God’s 
disclosure of Himself and His will to His creation. God 
reveals Himself to us in order that we may know Him both 
cognitively and spiritually. 


6. Direction— I will bring you into the land which I did swear 
to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob 


God promised to direct the children of Israel all the way 
to the land He swore to give to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
From the minute they set out from the land of Egypt, into 
the wilderness, God led them by a pillar of cloud by day, and 
a pillar of fire by night and audibly directed their leader 
Moses until they entered the Promised Land. The prophetic 
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promise of direction was not only to the children of Israel but 
to the church as well. From the day we are delivered and we 
come to the cross for salvation, God promised to direct us by 
His Spirit. If we have not the Spirit of God we are none of 
His. 


7. Inheritance— I will give it you for a heritage. 


Which land did God swore to Abraham? Which is the 
Promise Land; the land flowing with milk and honey? Today’s 
Israel is not the land flowing with milk and honey instead it is 
in a desert (dry place). Abraham knew that the Promised 
Land was a shadow of the better promises of God. “By faith 
he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, 
dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with 
him of the same promise; For he looked for a city which has 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” (KJV, 
Hebrews 11:9-10) Abraham sojourned in the land of promise 
dwelling in tents looking for the land with the city which has 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 


God has promised the believer in Christ a better 
inheritance. He has given us the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven for a heritage (inheritance). “Then shall the King say 
unto them on his right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world” (KJV, Matthew 25:34) We are joint- 
heirs with Jesus Christ and recipients of the kingdom of 
heaven as Apostle Paul said, “And if children, then heirs; 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we 
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together” (KJV, 
Romans 8:17) 


God fulfilled all the above millennia ago. However, they 
are not fulfilled in your life until you receive Christ as your 
Savior and are born-again. Until you are born-again victory in 
spiritual warfare is not possible. So all of the promises of God 
are yes in Him. “For all the promises of God find their Yes in 
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him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to 
God for his glory.” (ESV, 2 Corinthians 1:20) In the face of 
such great and glorious promises of God there certainly is no 
reasonable place for petty sectarian attitudes in the Body of 
Christ. Such attitudes only serve to give the enemy a cheap 
temporary victory in the spiritual battle which we are all in 
together. We must be strong in the Lord and our boast 
should be of and for Him alone. 


Hail is a term that implies greeting with well-wishing. 
Satan greets us with a kiss, but make no mistake about the 
matter; he wishes us death. He is a liar and a murderer from 
the beginning. “You are of your father the devil, and your will 
is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is 
no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own 
character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” (ESV, John 
8:44) All divisions in the body of Christ are based on 
competitive spirits, which are promoted by the father of lies. 
Salvation in Christ is not a competition. It is not a contest 
between fellow believers. He seeks to divide and conquer. Yet 
Jesus said, “If a kingdom is divided against itself, that 
kingdom cannot stand.” (ESV, Mark 3:24) It is not a contest 
over brownie points in order to get the most rewards in 
heaven. All such behavior wars against Christ’s purpose for 
the Church. 


The fundamental thought behind all competitiveness in 
the body of Christ is the I will principle, rather than His will. 
We are called to be ambassadors for Christ. An ambassador is 
sent as a representative of a higher authority. An ambassador 
serves as a messenger, but does not formulate the message. 
The believer has been commissioned to spread the message 
of reconciliation, but not the message of division. Of course 
there ate important issues that need discussion, and some 
must even be resisted. However, we should always keep in 
mind that no one owns the corner on truth, and we are all 
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looking through a glass darkly. “But Jesus said to him, “Do 
not stop him, for the one who is not against you is for you.” 
(ESV, Luke 9:50) There are far too many [’m-arites in the 
Church. 


When we surrender our right to be right, we enter into 
love and compassion. Love and compassion becomes our 
fortress to present the truth. “The LORD is my rock and my 
fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take 
refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my 
stronghold.” (ESV, Psalm 18:2) The truth sets us free. The 
truth in the power of love and compassion is the only thing 
we have the right to be right about. Saint Paul was a fierce 
defender of the truth, but never outside the spirit of love and 
compassion. This is why 1 Corinthians 13 states, “Love never 
fails.” Remember, God is not the author of confusion. “For 
God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and 
self-control.” (ESV, 2 Timothy 1:7) Confusion is just another 
way of bringing in division among believers. 


The lack of genuine love is what divides us as Christians. 
Not only that, but it is our inability to communicate truth in 
love that leaves us separated and destitute from one another. 
At one time the Gentile was in the world, and alienated from 
Israel and the covenants of God, but now He has made us 
close. “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off 
have been brought near by the blood of Christ.” (ESV, 
Ephesians 2:13) There are far too many walls in this world. 
The wall that stood between the Jew and the Gentile for 
centuries was torn down through the death of Christ on the 
cross. “For he himself is our peace, who has made us both 
one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of 
hostility’ (ESV, Ephesians 2:14) When did Christ ever treat 
people that did not believe everything the way He did, with 
contempt? Remember, it was not the incorrectness of what 
the Pharisees believed that caused Christ to reproach them, it 
was their self-righteousness and unwillingness to receive the 
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truth which brought His rebuke. 


God gave us the Holy Spirit for the common good of the 
body of Christ. To each is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good. (ESV, 1 Corinthians 12:7) All 
our talents, gifts, and abilities should be used for the common 
good of the body of Christ, the community that we live, and 
the world in general. We are called to love not in word only, 
but in deed and truth as well. “Little children, let us not love 
in word or talk but in deed and in truth.” (ESV, 1 John 3:18) 
We should not hail or greet one another with a smile on our 
face, but with pride in the back seat of our hearts. There is no 
room for such duplicity in God’s plan. We must employ an 
ability to see deeply into the needs of others. This means we 
must see deeper than situations, social status, or economics. 
We must see into the depths of human depravity. We must 
recognize that all human beings have been judged to be liars. 
However, this does not mean that we cannot walk in the 
truth. It means that grace is the truth, truth is the light, and 
God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all. “This is 
the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, 
that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.” (1 John 
1:5) Our message needs to be loud and clear; it is a message 
of love in Christ Jesus. “Greater love has no one than this, 
that someone lay down his life for his friends.” (ESV, John 
15:13) 


In the early morning of American history there was great 
reason for this type of brotherly love. The authors and signers 
of the Declaration of Independence expressed this in their 
solemn oath to pledge their sacred honor, fortunes, and lives 
for one another. In many cases this was backed up with 
sacrificial and heroic display. That is the unselfish spirit that 
gave birth to this great nation. We have had many reasons to 
hail (greet with blessing) each other as fellow Americans. For 
many generations Americans have been called to the altar of 
sacrifice in defense of this great democracy. For over twenty 
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centuries Christians have also been called to the altar of 
sacrifice. Certainly, there is much more that unites us than 
that which divides us. Not only the blood of the Savior was 
shed, but the blood of millions of believers through the 
centuries was shed in the process of passing on the message 
of reconciliation. This sacrifice was not just about petty 
divisions and small minded sectarianism. It was not about 
bolstering the growth of one or more denomination of 
Christianity. This struggle has been about reaching a lost 
world with the hope of God’s message of salvation and 
unmerited favor to all who put their trust in Jesus for 
salvation. Let us hail, greet one another with a holy kiss, that 
is with genuine love and concern for one another. Let us 
discern doctrinal differences, and defend the truth about 
God’s Word, but always with love, and never with the church 
as the foremost issue in mind. “Greet one another with a holy 
kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.” (ESV, Romans 
16:16) “Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to 
what is good.” (ESV, Romans 12:9) Genuine love is our first 
line of defense against the Satanic onslaught of division and 
sectarian pride. 


John 17:21 that they may all be one, just as you, 
Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may 
be in us, so that the world may believe that you 
have sent me. 
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3 AT THE TWILIGHT’S LAST GLEAMING 

Genesis 15:4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to 
him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son 
shall be your heir.” 
Genesis 15:5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look 
toward heaven, and number the stars, if you ate able to 
number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring 
be.” 


Genesis 15:6 And he believed the LORD, and he counted it 
to him as righteousness. (ESV) 


As Abraham gazed out at the stars at their twilight’s last 
gleaming he must have wondered what it all meant. There he 
was, being told to leave his homeland, and to go to a place 
that he had no idea about. God was making these 
incomprehensible statements concerning his posterity. How 
could any of this be true? How could he understand what 
God was doing with his life? The truth about the matter is 
that he didn’t understand any of what God was telling him to 
do. He didn’t understand God’s plan or purpose at all; he had 
to just trust and obey. From the vantage point at which he 
stood, some two thousand years before Christ, there was no 
way that he could have possibly seen or understood the 
importance or dimensions of what God was going to do with 
his life. Yet throughout the entire Bible Abraham’s name and 
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legacy is repeated. Abraham’s life became indelibly etched 
into the fabric of the divine record of redemption in Christ. 


So great was his trust in God that we can often overlook 
the fact that he experienced struggles just like we do. There 
was no greater struggle in his life than what lay ahead of him 
on Mount Moriah. The request of God to offer Isaac as a 
sacrifice was the crucible of all that was truly important to 
him. Within the melting pot of that moment God was 
proving forth a true servant; He was hammering out a servant 
that would not allow reason or logic to impede his baseline 
obedience, nor allow what was truly valuable to be withheld 
from the Most High. 


We all have a Mount Moriah moment in our walk with 
God. It may not be as dramatic as placing a beloved son on 
the sacrificial altar, but it is just as important. It is the 
moment that God asks us to place what is really important to 
us on the altar. God knows exactly how and what we are 
holding on to in our hearts. He knows exactly what we love 
the most. It is what we love the most, that can become the 
source of the most significant doubts which war against our 
faith in Christ. For Abraham it was his son Isaac, for you it 
might be your job that you love the most. God did not want 
Abraham to be deprived of his beloved son; He just wanted 
Abraham’s heart to not be divided between obeying God and 
possessing things that he loved very much. 


Why should we understand the life of Abraham deeply? 
How does this Old Testament saint affect the New 
Testament writings, especially Saint Paul’s epistles? What was 
the nature of the spiritual warfare that Abraham experienced? 


The fact that Abraham was a man that had direct 
communication with God made him uniquely susceptible to 
spiritual warfare. However, we should not perceive this 
activity as demonic oppression, possession, or even physical 
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persecution, such as Saint Paul suffered for preaching the 
Gospel. No, the type of spiritual warfare that Abraham 
endured was the trial of patience. “And thus Abraham, 
having patiently waited, obtained the promise.” (ESV, 
Hebrews 6:15) This is the type of spiritual warfare that most 
of us will endure. It is the slow grind against our minds. It 
attempts to slowly erode our trust in God. It is the type that 
after years of waiting it comes in terms of insidious 
accusatory and railing questions. It points the finger directly 
at us and asks, where is His coming? Saint James responded 
to this question with the answer, “Consider Job.” 


James 5:10 As an example of suffering and 
patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke 
in the name of the Lord. 


James 5:11 Behold, we consider those blessed 
who remained steadfast. You have heard of the 
steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the 
purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful. (ESV) 


Discouragement becomes the major challenge against the 
faith of many believers. This takes place when the saint is not 
prepared for a protracted delay in the fulfillment of a calling 
or directive from God. It is possible that the challenges 
against our faith become insurmountable. The immature 
believer is often caught off-guard concerning the difficulty of 
this type of spiritual warfare. This often results in a course 
correction, thinking that he or she has made a mistake in life, 
and has set off on the wrong path. These believers are 
walking by sight, not by faith. These course corrections are 
actually a disobedience to God. Faith almost always gives in 
to fear in these circumstances. 


Though Abraham is called the father of our faith in 
Scripture, he was far from perfect in his walk of faith. The 
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Lord gave him clear instructions and unconditional promises, 
saying, “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives 
and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show 
you; and I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, 
and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; and 
I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you 
I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed” (KJV, Genesis 12:1-3). Abraham left his home and 
traveled to Canaan. After arriving, he built altars to worship 
the Lord and pitched his tent there. But before long a 
situation arose that caused him to doubt the Lord. “There 
was a famine in the land,” and he became fearful. 


The fact that faith gives way to fear and redirects our 
focus from God to our circumstances causes sight evaluation 
to become an important element of spiritual warfare in the 
lives of many saints. Abraham had kept his eyes on the Lord 
throughout his journey by faith, but now his survival looked 
doubtful. Fear crept into Abraham’s thoughts. God viewed 
this as an opportunity for Abraham to trust Him. Instead of 
fixing his eyes on his circumstances, Abraham should have 
remembered God’s promises and relied on Him to keep His 
word. Circumstances are never a good indicator to direct our 
faith in the Lord. When fear takes control of the steering 
wheel in our minds, we make all sorts of bad decisions. At 
this juncture reason and faith square off to do battle. 
Abraham reasoned or thought that the way to survive was to 
go to Egypt where there was food in abundance. He may 
have viewed this course correction as only temporary. 
However, even a temporary journey away from God’s will 
can have disastrous results. Abraham had forgotten that God 
was both his provider and protector. He took matters into his 
own hands. 


Abraham should have dealt with his fear. He should have 
stayed in Canaan and sought God’s protection and provision. 
The Lord would have been faithful to care for him if he had 
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done so. We all make the same mistake. We look around at 
the situation, forget that God is our provider and protector, 
and substitute what He has said in His Word with our own 
plan. We reason that His way won’t work. We also exacerbate 
the problem by thinking God will understand why we 
changed direction. The Lord never supports disobedience. 
He works solely to accomplish His will in our lives; this 
results in our plan almost always failing. God has a perfect 
plan to follow, and any alteration is disobedience. 


Fear versus faith often becomes a willingness to sacrifice 
out most precious possessions in order to gain the favor of 
others, or to avoid what we think will be disastrous if we 
don’t capitulate and bow down to the cruel master of fear. “It 
came about when he came near to Egypt, that he said to 
Sarai, his wife, ‘See now, I know that you are a beautiful 
woman; and when the Egyptians see you, they will say, “This 
is his wife”; and they will kill me, but they will let you live. 
Please say that you are my sister so that it may go well with 
me because of you, and that I may live on account of you” 
(KJV, Genesis 12:11-13). Fearing what could happen in 
Egypt, Abraham was willing to give up his wife to preserve 
his own life, even though God had promised to protect him. 
Abraham took his eyes off the unconditional promises of 
God, and began to fear man. The Lord had given Abraham 
grand and eternal promises without any exceptions or 
qualifications, but now his circumstances ruled the roost. 
Abraham allowed his fear to guide his actions, and decided to 
go to Egypt. He knew the Pharaoh could kill him to get Sarah 
because of her great beauty. 


The Christian today faces a similar battle to hold on to 
God’s unconditional promises in His Word. We often react 
in fear instead of standing in faith. This almost always leads 
the believer down the wrong path which may result in serious 
consequences. When fear takes over the mind we can become 
terribly self-protective and unconcerned with the welfare of 


46 


Oh, Say Can You See? 
others. 


Abraham’s plan kept the Egyptians from killing him, but it 
cost him his wife. Sarah was taken to Pharaoh’s house, and in 
return, Abraham was treated well and given sheep, oxen, 
donkeys, camels, and servants. Though Abraham was 
disobedient God was faithful to Abraham and struck Pharaoh 
and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s 
wife. Abraham’s disobedience caused potential harm to Sarah. 
It brought disaster to Pharaoh and his household as well. She 
was tetutned, and Pharaoh had Abraham and all that 
belonged to him escorted out of Egypt. The Lord had 
intervened to protect Sarah, and eventually she had a son 
from whom Jesus Christ descended. It is through Him (Isaac) 
that “all the families of the earth will be blessed,” just as the 
Lord promised Abraham. 


The Scripture is not explicit as to the origin of the fear 
factor in Abraham’s mind. It could have been generated by 
his own fallen operating system in his mind. It could have 
also been subject to temptation by the Evil One. No one 
knows for sure, but we know that the story teaches us that 
God always keeps His promises and warns us not to let fear 
cause us to lose our trust in the Lord. God has a good and 
perfect will for each saint. When we feel tempted to stop 
obeying a clear command or leading of God because of fear, 
it is time to stand firm in faith and depend solely upon God 
for His strength. 


It is the constant pressure upon our minds that attempts 
to raise a doubtful question against the faithfulness of God. 
“They will say, “Where is the promise of his coming? For 
ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as 
they were from the beginning of creation.” (ESV, 2 Peter 3:4) 
The Apostle Peter responded to this type of spiritual warfare 
with this answer. “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise 
as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
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wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach 
repentance.” (ESV, 2 Peter 3:9) Also, the writer of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews said, “These all died in faith, not 
having received the promise.” (ESV, Hebrews 11:13) 


Hebrews 11:13 These all died in faith, not having 
recetved the things promised, but having seen 
them and greeted them from afar, and having 
acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles 
on the earth. 


Hebrews 11:14 For people who speak thus make 
it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 


Hebrews 11:15 If they had been thinking of that 
land from which they had gone out, they would 
have had opportunity to return. 


Hebrews 11:16 But as it is, they desire a better 
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 
prepared for them a city. 


Hebrews 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was 
tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received 
the promises was in the act of offering up his 
only son, 


Hebrews 11:18 of whom it was said, “Through 
Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 


Hebrews 11:19 He considered that God was able 
even to raise him from the dead, from which, 
figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 


(ESV) 
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Given the nature of these verses of scripture, which 
instruct the believer about the sovereign timetable of God 
versus the limited perception of man’s sight evaluation, we 
can glean a great deal of wisdom. Saint Paul said, when 
comforting his readers in 2 Corinthians about physical death, 
“For we walk by faith, not by sight.”(ESV, 2 Corinthians 5:7) 
In other words, things are not what they appear to be, 
because our eyes and minds are very limited as what they 
perceive to be true. 


Thus Abraham endured decades of trial by patience 
concerning the promise of God. This is the type of spiritual 
warfare that most of us will endure on some level or another. 
This is because Abraham was counted righteous on the basis 
of faith without works. 


Romans 4:1 What then shall we say was gained 
by Abraham, our forefather according to the 
flesh? 


Romans 4:2 For if Abraham was justified by 
works, he has something to boast about, but not 
before God. 


Romans 4:3 For what does the Scripture say? 
“Abtaham believed God, and it was counted to 
him as righteousness.” 


Romans 4:4 Now to the one who works, his 
wages afe not counted as a gift but as his due. 


Romans 4:5 And to the one who does not work 
but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his 
faith is counted as righteousness, 
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Romans 4:6 just as David also speaks of the 
blessing of the one to whom God _ counts 
righteousness apart from works: 


Romans 4:7 “Blessed are those whose lawless 
deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 


Romans 4:8 blessed is the man against whom the 
Lord will not count his sin.” 


Romans 4:9 Is this blessing then only for the 
circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? For 
we say that faith was counted to Abraham as 
righteousness.(ESV) 


It was Genesis 15 that Saint Paul recounted Abraham’s 
faith. It was his unwavering trust in God that Paul wanted his 
readers to think about. Romans 4:18-21 is what Paul focused 
on. Like a laser beam he reminded his readers about 
Abraham’s weakness concerning his age of 100 years old, and 
the deadness of Satrah’s womb to have natural children. Paul 
wanted his readers to think about Abraham rising above his 
natural limitations and to not consider them a viable factor. 
In the natural realm he did not waver at the promise of God 
through unbelief. Abraham did not focus on his natural 
supply, but rather fixed his eyes on the supernatural supply of 
God. This is truly a constant issue that hangs over the child 
of God’s head every hour of everyday. If God had promised 
these things, then He would fulfill these things. Nothing else 
mattered to him concerning the promise of God. 


Romans 4:18 Who against hope believed in hope, 
that he might become the father of many nations, 
according to that which was spoken, So shall thy 
seed be. 
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Romans 4:19 And being not weak in faith, he 
considered not his own body now dead, when he 
was about an hundred years old, neither yet the 
deadness of Sara's womb: 

Romans 4:20 He staggered not at the promise of 
God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, 
giving glory to God; 


Romans 4:21 And being fully persuaded that, 
what he had promised, he was able also to 


perform. (K[V) 


How is it that the believer begins to think that his or her 
daily needs are being supplied by natural means? “For who 
sees anything different in your What do you have that you did 
not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if 
you did not receive it?” (ESV, 1 Corinthians 4:7) At what 
point does your job or income become your own supply? At 
what point do we think that the battle is ours to fight? At 
what point do we become strong and God becomes 
compromised? At what point does grace become works and 
works becomes our strength? “But he said to me, “My grace 
is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” 
(ESV, 2 Corinthians 12: 9) 


In the light of these probing questions one could ask 
another probing question. What’s wrong with a culture that 
operates or functions largely on the basis of impulse? Almost 
everything, is the answer! Is there such a thing as a corporate 
cultural personality? If so, would that personality look more 
like King Saul rather than Saint Paul? I’m afraid that King 
Saul is the answer to that question. If patience is a fruit of the 
Spirit as described in Galatians 5:22, Romans 5:1-5, and 
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Colossians 3:12-17, then it would make sense that God has a 
targeted goal with human beings. His goal is to transform 
human personality from the inside out. He uses the opposite 
from what causes the impulsive nature of our society. He uses 
the slow grind of time to accomplish His goal. If this is true 
then it would make sense that there is a great deal of spiritual 
warfare that surrounds this issue in both our social 
personality, and individual personality as well. 


Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, (ESV) 


Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: 


Romans 5:2 By whom also we have access by 
faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God. 


Romans 5:3 And not only so, but we glory in 
tribulations also: knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience; 


Romans 5:4 And patience, experience; and 
experience, hope: 


Romans 5:5 And hope maketh not ashamed; 
because the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 


(XY) 


The Grand Canyon in the southwestern United States is a 
prime example of something beautiful that emerged from a 
desolate and dry place. The slow erosion of rock over a long 
petiod of time, windswept over millennia, and _ the 
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meandering course of the Colorado river are forces which 
catved out one of the truly beautiful natural wonders in the 
world. Like the hard rock of the Grand Canyon, there is a 
collective personality that extends over the expanse of the 
world. It is a spiritually dry place without much life. The sarx 
is a barren wasteland with an insatiable thirst for self- 
gratification. It is referred to as the flesh (sarx) in the Bible. 
The sarx or the flesh is what is at enmity with God. The sarx 
or the flesh is what is the main inspiration for the world 
system, which opposes the will of God. It is egocentric in 
nature. It is self-driven in purpose. It is inward and soulish. It 
always seeks its own will. Yet, amidst the fruitless and 
childless despair of the human condition, God has given 
forth His love toward the world in His Son Jesus Christ. That 
is what Abraham looked forward to, as he placed his son 
Isaac on the altar of sacrifice. He knew that he would see his 
son again someday. It didn’t matter to him when that 
someday would be. What mattered to him was the fact that 
God was a living reality, and he based his trust in God on that 
fact. 


Galatians 4:27 For it is written, Rejoice, thou 
barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou 
that travailest not: for the desolate hath many 
more children than she which hath an husband. 


(KY) 


No one can produce one shred of the Christian life 
without God doing it from within. Saint Paul described the 
hopeless situation of the human condition as being a blessing 
in disguise through the boundless riches of God’s grace. In 
the Old Testament having many children was considered a 
blessed condition. If a woman was barren or unable to have 
children she was considered cursed. She who had a husband 
in the verse from Galatians was Israel. She was married to 
God through the Abrahamic covenant. The nations outside 
of Abtaham’s seed were considered cursed, desolate, 
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unfruitful, and without a husband. Yet Paul resounds the 
words of the prophet Isaiah 54:1. In the face of Jewish strife 
to produce a spiritual life which failed miserably, God has 
chosen to bring forth greater blessing through His unfailing 
erace. “Moreover the law entered, that the offence might 
abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound:” (KJV, Romans 5:20) What was impossible for the 
flesh to do; God did. “For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin 
in the flesh,’ (ESV, Romans 8:3) Nothing is too hard for 
God to accomplish, not even carving out of the hardened 
rock of the sinful flesh of mankind, a Christ-like personality. 
This is why the verse in Galatians 4 concludes with the idea 
that the blessing on the desolate woman is greater, or more 
are her children. It is a significant verse of Scripture because 
it declares our inability to produce a spiritual life through the 
power of the flesh (sarx). That is why we are all in need of a 
second birth, one which is by the Spirit of God. It also 
proclaims God’s faithfulness to provide His promised Spirit 
to dwell permanently within each believer who places faith in 
Christ. 


Let’s be perfectly clear about the issue. If God has 
promised something to us, it will happen; it doesn’t matter 
when, it will happen because God cannot lie. He doesn’t 
make false promises. So maybe God had made a promise to 
you many years ago and it seems like it is not happening. That 
is the work of patience going on in your life. It is possible 
that He is carving out a Grand Canyon of faith in your soul. 


So you don’t know where you ate going in life, but God 
has clearly told you to go somewhere. Well that is all 
indicative of God’s calling. He might not tell you where you 
are going or how you are going to get to your destination. 
Who ever said that He was required to tell us anything? 
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Abraham was told to leave his homeland. His faith was not 
based upon information which would enable him to trust in 
the direction to travel. No, his assurance was based upon 
who it was that called him to leave. If the Almighty had 
called him to leave, then that was good enough for Abraham 
to believe. “Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your 
country and your kindred and your father's house to the land 
that I will show you.” (ESV, Genesis 12:1) Sometimes it takes 
decades to arrive at the place that God has called us to. We 
live in such a circumstantial society. Almost everything in our 
culture depends on good, pleasant, or comfortable 
circumstances in order for it to be acceptable. If Abraham 
had believed that way Christ may not have ever been born in 
Bethlehem. Yes, over thousands of years, God was weaving 
His scarlet thread through human history. He did it through 
the faith of people like Abraham. He is still doing it through 
the faith of people like you and I. Hebrews 11:8-9 speaks 
about the situation. 


Hebrews 11:8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he 
was called to go out to a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not 
knowing where he was going. 


Hebrews 11:9 By faith he went to live in the land 
of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents 
with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same 
promise. (ESV) 


We live in a society that people abandon ship when the 
slightest contrary wind may blow against their faith. This is 
why there ate so many failed marriages in our culture. People 
get married based on the concept that life is going to work 
out according to some fanciful idea that is lurking behind the 
thoughts of the individuals at hand. When those ideas don’t 
pan out, all is lost and forsaken. Marriage is not an 
experiment, to see whether or not it is going to work out. It is 


John Wesley Erbentraut 


a holy covenant before God. It is a covenant that only God 
can ultimately fulfill. 


When Abraham finally arrtved to the promised land he 
was a stranger. Believers are the same in this world. This is 
not our home. We are strangers in a foreign land. Yet, we 
often desire for God to fit us into the world. Many of our 
prayers lean in this direction. “Please oh Lord, fit us in 
somehow! Amen.” 


Then came the record of Abraham’s nephew, Lot. Lot 
stands for the carnal Christian. He wanted the best of both 
worlds. It didn’t work very well. Lot was never really happy 
living that way. “For as that righteous man lived among them 
day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their 
lawless deeds that he saw and heard.” (ESV, 2 Peter 2:8) 


Genesis 13:14 The LORD said to Abram, after 
Lot had separated from him, “Lift up your eyes 
and look from the place where you are, 
northward and southward and eastward and 
westward, 


Genesis 13:15 for all the land that you see I will 
give to you and to your offspring forever. 


Genesis 13:16 I will make your offspring as the 
dust of the earth, so that if one can count the 
dust of the earth, your offspring also can be 
counted. 


Genesis 13:17 Arise, walk through the length and 
the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you.” 


(ESV) 
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This type of spiritual warfare is something that every 
Christian should be aware of. It is the constant allurement of 
the world, with its false promises of comfort and fulfillment. 
There is a reward for those that persevere in true faith. It was 
this type of faith that the writer to the Hebrews had in mind 
when he penned Hebrews 11:6. “And without faith it is 
impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to 
God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those 
who seek him.” (ESV, Hebrews 11:6) Our permanence is not 
in this world, but rather dwells in the promise of a future 
kingdom. It didn’t matter to Abraham whether he lived to see 
it come to pass. He knew that it would happen someday. 


Hebrews 11:13 These all died in faith, not having 
received the things promised, but having seen 
them and greeted them from afar, and having 
acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles 
on the earth. 


Hebrews 11:14 For people who speak thus make 
it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 


Hebrews 11:15 If they had been thinking of that 
land from which they had gone out, they would 
have had opportunity to return. 


Hebrews 11:16 But as it is, they desire a better 
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 
prepared for them a city.(ESV) 


What was more dangerous to Abraham’s faith, the sudden 
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challenge to place Isaac on the altar or the constant drone of 
the lonely sound of the wind blowing across the wilderness of 
his soul? There is no doubt that both types of spiritual 
warfare are dangerous to our faith today. They are both lethal 
if not addressed before God in an appropriate manner. Of 
course Hebrews 11:17 gets more press, but that does not 
mean that it was more important to God. “By faith Abraham, 
when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had 
received the promises was in the act of offering up his only 
son.” (ESV, Hebrews 11:17) Though this act did constitute 
an ultimate test of faith on Abraham’s behalf, his daily trust 
in God should not be considered lower or less important to 
God. Most of us will have moments in life which could be 
considered a faith crisis. However, that does not mean that 
our daily trust in Christ about the mundane events in life are 
not important to God. 


What lessons can we glean from Abraham’s life? What can 
we learn about spiritual warfare from his life? The first lesson 
that we should take from Abraham’s life is that he was 
justified by faith. That means that just as Abraham was freely 
justified through faith in the future coming of the Messiah 
from his perspective, we are freely justified on the basis that 
Christ has already come and paid for our sins just as he paid 
for Abraham’s sin’s as well. Romans 4:9-11 explains this 
from the pen of Saint Paul. 


Romans 4:9 Is this blessing then only for the 
citcumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? For 
we say that faith was counted to Abraham as 
righteousness. 


Romans 4:10 How then was it counted to him? 
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Was it before or after he had been circumcised? 
It was not after, but before he was circumcised. 


Romans 4:11 He received the sign of 
circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he 
had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The 
purpose was to make him the father of all who 
believe without being circumcised, so that 
righteousness would be counted to them as well. 


(ESV) 


Romans 4:13 smothers the idea of self-justification 
through obedience to the Law or any other standard. We just 
could never be good enough to measure up to God’s 
righteousness. We would all be found guilty of sin before a 
holy God. That is why Romans 3:24-25 says that we have 
been justified freely by grace through the shed blood of 
Christ. 


Romans 3:24 and are justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 


Romans3:25 whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be recetved by faith. 
This was to show God's righteousness, because 
in his divine forbearance he had passed over 
former sins. (ESV) 


Abraham heard and believed the Gospel from his historical 
perspective. Though he did not see Jesus in the flesh, he 
understood the Gospel’s promise. “And the Scripture, 
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, 
preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you 
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shall all the nations be blessed.” (ESV, Galatians 3:8)(The 
scripture being quoted is a combination of a promise in 
Genesis 12:3 and 22:18.) 


Abraham believed that nothing was too hard for God to 
do. This is what we should believe as well. We need to 
believe in the promises of God without wavering, though 
often times we do waver in our faith. Abraham lived at the 
twilight of the age that came before him and the dawning of a 
new age that his life inaugurated. Noah, Methuselah, Enoch, 
are some of the notable saints of the age that preceded 
Abraham. Many of those saints also looked into the distant 
future with the eyes of faith and believed God. It was from 
Abraham to Moses, and then it was from Moses to Christ 
that the promise of God came to the world. Then it was from 
the Apostles to us through the preaching of the Gospel that 
we received the truth. Now it is our turn to pass the message 
on to the next generation. We could be the last generation in 
the present age that we live in. We could be at the twilight's 
last gleaming of this age. Only time will tell exactly where we 
are, however, one thing is sure, we ate somewhere along the 
long path of faith that Abraham walked and has continued to 
be traveled by countless generations. As believers we live in 
the light of the Resurrection morning of Christ. However, we 
do so in a dark world, with the hope that the night is almost 
over, and the morning of Christ’s return with healing in His 
wings will be dawning soon. 
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4 WHOSE BROAD STRIPES AND BRIGHT 
STARS 


“He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner 
over me was love.” (ESV, Song of Solomon 2:4) 


As the smoke cleared from the incessant overnight 
bombardment over the early morning sky above Fort 
McHenry in 1814, the broad stripes and bright stars of our 
countries flag waved undeterred from enemy advancement. It 
was more than just another battle won for the new-fledged 
American democracy; it was the turning of the page on 
human history. Mankind had finally turned back the powers 
of despotism and was free to govern himself beneath the 
grace of God. There were no Founding Fathers of this 
democracy that were godless. They all knew that mankind 
needed God’s ultimate guidance and righteous judgment in 
order to advance, especially under the proposition of such a 
tisky business as democracy. There has been no other symbol 
than the broad stripes and bright stars of our nation’s flag 
that has united Americans beneath the trying aspects of our 
nation’s history. This is especially true when we have endured 
duress from forces within and without our political 
framework. In times of national success and failure we can 
reflect on our deepest meaning as a people. We look toward 
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our star spangled banner for inspiration as we forge ahead as 
a free people into the uncharted waters of human history. 


As Christians in America, we have another banner over 
the Star Spangled Banner. It is the banner of God’s love 
which is an invisible banner that waves constantly over each 
believers life. Though invisible, it is star spangled as well with 
the stars of the Abrahamic promise against the dark blue sky 
of God’s faithful character. It is also striped in red and white 
with the righteous blood of the Savior and countless saints 
that have fought the good fight of faith to the end. 


Our freedom as Americans is admired and aspired to by 
many people throughout the world. However, it has also been 
hated and opposed by many throughout the world as well. 
This is even more true concerning our Christian liberty. The 
emblem of God’s love, though invisible, constantly waves 
above each Christian’s life, and proclaims his or her freedom 
from sin’s despotism. It is our freedom that Satan hates more 
than any other facet of our salvation. It is with clenched fist 
that he seeks to destroy it with all the shrewdness he can 
muster. He does not wage this warfare alone; he leads a host 
of fallen angels whose sole purpose is to propagate his hatred 
against God and God’s people universally. The main strategy 
of the enemy is to lead people toward mental blindness either 
by keeping them in ignorance of the Gospel, or in the case of 
those who are saved, keeping them in confusion concerning 
the content and liberating truth in the Gospel. In the first 
case, this is achieved through propagating false religion and 
vain human philosophy, which have no power to deliver 
people from the prison of darkness in which they live. They 
simply live in it as spiritually dead people until such a time 
that the light of the Gospel may shine in their minds and they 
might believe upon Christ and be saved. Such is the sad case 
of much of the world’s population. In the second case, which 
concerns the body of believers who live in this dark world as 
the light of the world, it is to keep them in confusion as to 
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what they actually possess as children of God, thus keeping 
their light from shining before men. This is achieved through 
the propagation of false doctrine within the Church globally. 
Though there are many facets or dimensions of false teaching 
in the Church, there is one common thread that ties them all 
together. It is the false doctrine of good works, which seeks 
to denigrate the Finished Work of Christ on the cross and 
His resurrection. Believers are erroneously prompted to 
employ numerous tactics to add to the work that God has 
already finished forever. This leads many believers down the 
dismal path of frustration and confusion as to what they 
already possess in full. It is through this devious stratagem 
that the enemy can rob or defraud the believer of personal 
freedom as a child of God and hold them, though 
temporarily, as prisoners of war. 


Though much of Satan’s strategy is carried out in the 
invisible realm, and incorporates false ideas which are 
received into people’s unsuspecting minds, it also involves the 
physical realm of human beings as well. He employs God- 
haters as well into the mix. These individuals are said to have 
gone in the way of Cain. “Woe to them! For they walked in 
the way of Cain and abandoned themselves for the sake of 
gain to Balaam's error and perished in Korah's rebellion.” 
(ESV, Jude 1:11) Balaam refused to speak what God did not 
speak and would not curse the Israelites, even though King 
Balak of Moab offered him money to do so. (Numbers 22— 
24) However, Balaam's error and the source of his 
wickedness came ftom sabotaging the Israelites as they 
entered the Promised Land. 


The biblical record of Balaam’s sabotage is just one of 
many attempts of Satan to derail the people of God 
throughout human history. Korah’s rebellion is especially 
devious because these impostors claimed to be spokesmen of 
God in the same light as Moses. Of course, they were not in 
the same light as Moses, and were judged by God most 
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severely for their presumptuous attitude. Such is the case of 
all false teachers, whom we are most astutely warned in the 
Bible to avoid. 


If one were to truly sit down and sincerely consider the 
ramifications of the realm of satanic influence on the human 
mind, that individual would be staggered at the size and depth 
of it. The sheer profoundness of what is in peoples souls (the 
mind/emotions and will) begs the question, “What in the 
world are people doing?” 


When the prophet Isaiah said that the whole head of man 
is sick, he wasn’t exclaiming some sort of relative sanity. He 
wasn’t announcing some sort of abnormal behavior versus 
normal behavior. He was stating the condition of the human 
mind is not what it was originally when created. A general 
state of confusion, fragmentation or disunity has reigned in 
the mind of man ever since the fall in the Garden of Eden. 
Satan knows this and seeks to exacerbate the situation 
through adding spiritual warfare aimed at the mind of man. 
All of his efforts are directed toward causing man to think 
inwardly. This results in man being self-centered instead of 
God-centered. The Bible beseeches the believer to fix his 
eyes, of concentrate his most sincere thoughts on Christ, who 
alone is the author and perfecter of our faith. 


He is the perfecter of human faith, not the faith of animals, 
plant life, or even angelic beings. Humans are the central 
target of His love and plan of redemption. Though the entire 
creation is eventually incorporated into the plan through 
being delivered from the bondage of corruption and 
frustration, humans are the centerpiece and object of God’s 
love. No plant, animal, or angelic being is invited into a 
covenant relationship with the Creator, only humans. 
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Romans 8:21 that the creation itself will be set 
free from its bondage to corruption and obtain 
the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 


Romans 8:22 For we know that the whole 


creation has been groaning together in the pains 
of childbirth until now. 


Romans 8:23 And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our bodies. 


Romans 8:24 For in this hope we were saved. 
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who 
hopes for what he sees? (ESV, Romans 8:21-24) 


Though believers ate in a special covenant relationship 
with God, which includes sonship privileges, His love is not 
exclusive toward believers only. God loves the world and 
died on a cross for the sin of the entire world. Any other view 
of this subject is simply short of true biblical exegesis. 


John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life.” (ESV) 


1John 2:2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and 
not for ours only but also for the sins of the 
whole world. (ESV) 
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Though it is difficult to determine exactly where Satanic 
influence ends and human responsibility begins in this cosmic 
warfare, it is certain that both ingredients exist in the recipe 
of this cosmic soup. If one were to analyze a bowl of chicken 
soup, there would be broth, noodles, and chicken as the basic 
ingredients, along with some spices, such as bay leaf, oregano, 
basil, salt and pepper, to add flavor. If one were to extract 
one ingredient from the soup, such as the chicken, and isolate 
it for analysis, we would not be talking about chicken soup 
any longer; we would be talking about chicken. So what is 
more important, the individual ingredients and their 
distinctive properties, or how these individual ingredients 
combine and interact to make the concoction known as 
chicken soup? That is what we have when considering 
spiritual warfare. We have mankind, which includes human 
responsibility, Satan, demons, the world system, and most 
importantly, God. Each aspect of the soup can be separated 
and studied as to the distinctive attributes that each possesses. 
However, we need to be careful about separating them to the 
point that we are not talking about soup anymore. Each plays 
a role and interacts in the overall combination revealed in 
God’s Word as spiritual warfare. 


One ingredient stands out more than any other in the mix 
of this soup, it is God’s love. It was His love for the world 
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and the crown of His creation that He sent Jesus, His beloved 
son, to die on a Roman cross for the sin of the world. It is 
His love that He has shed abroad in our hearts by the power 
of His Holy Spirit. It was the fathomless love of God that 
Saint Paul could not measure its height, nor width, nor depth. 
It is because God so loved the world that anyone is saved at 
all. It is the ingredient of God’s love that places the unique 
value on human beings. It is beneath the banner of God’s 
love that the offer of reconciliation is set forth in the Gospel. 
Since Christ gave himself to die on a cross before the world 
was even made, we can safely assume that God’s love was 
always the preeminent feature of His plan. Saint Paul put it 
this way. 


(Ephesians 1:4) even as he chose us in him 
before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him in love. 


(ESV) 


With any warfare, there is a targeted, or central objective 
intent. The central intent of all spiritual warfare is that it 
attempts to dislodge the love of God from mankind 
(especially the believer). Of course, this can never succeed. 
This fact is certified in the overall message of the Word of 
God, but is also specifically stated in the divine revelation as 
well, where it is explicitly exclaimed that, “Nothing can ever 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.” 


Romans 8:38 For I am sure that neither death 
nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers, 


Romans 8:39 nor height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


(ESV) 
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All of our liberty and privileges as believers are founded 
on two immovable and immutable historic facts, which are 
Christ’s death and Resurrection.“That by two immutable 
things, in which 7¢ was impossible for God to lie, we might 
have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay 
hold upon the hope set before us.” (KJV, Hebrews 6:18) 


God can and should be trusted because His love is deeper 
than emotional love. His love bears all things, and believes all 
things. His love is based on promise, not emotions or 
feelings, which cannot be broken for any reason whatsoever. 
All of the central figures in the Bible seemed to have 
understood this about God’s love, at least on some level. Yet, 
much of the Church today seems to depend on feelings or 
emotions in order to gain affirmation that God’s love is 
present. This feeling based understanding of one of the most 
important truths in God’s Word is fundamentally weakened 
in the minds of many believers through this fraudulent view 
of God’s love. God loves us whether we feel it or not. His 
love is not like human love which wavers with circumstance 
ot ever-changing situations through relationships. God’s love 
was nailed to a cross through the blood covenant of the New 
Testament. It is an eternal, fixed, and unwavering love 
whether we feel it or not. Sometimes God even allows evil to 
afflict the righteous saint, such as in Job’s case. Why does 
God allow evil to exist and even afflict the righteous? It is 
one of the great mysteries about God’s love which will only 
be answered in eternity. Countless saints have suffered death 
at the hands of unrighteous evil men. Why would a loving 
God have us suffer so? Though we do not have the answer to 
that question at this time in history, we can rest assured that 
God’s love is not changed by our pitiful circumstances here 
on Earth. 


It is also important to note that Job would not blame 
God for his suffering and loss. He would not curse God and 
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die. Of course, not every saint has demonstrated that kind of 
trust in God’s love; yet, that does not change the 
steadfastness of God’s love for people, even when they fail. 
How did God respond to Peter’s failure? The Lord asked 
Peter if he loved Him one time for each time Peter denied the 
Lord. Then He further affirmed His love toward Peter by 
commissioning him to shepherd and feed His sheep. Such is 
the boundless love and mercy of God. 


Believers that operate on this feeling based type of 
conditional faith based on a conditional view of God’s love, 
are missing the point altogether. We are called to operate in 
objective trust that the Lord is faithful to His promise, even 
when it seems to be otherwise. When the wounds of 
affliction are fresh, this is especially difficult to accept and 
believe. However, it is exactly in this place that God has 
chosen to reveal His love in the most personal and intimate 
manner. It is this trust that reflected in the eyes of Abraham 
and innumerable other saints throughout human history, as 
they gazed up at the stars in the dark sky above, and believed 
God’s promise. It is the banner of God’s unfailing love that 
reflects in the eyes of all who trust Him. It is also the emblem 
which Satan hates, and is the constant object of his attacks. 
His heinous crimes of murder from the blood of righteous 
Abel in ages long past, to twenty-two innocent shoppers 
gunned down at a Walmart today, resound throughout history 
as evidence of spiritual warfare carried out between human 
beings, which is also influenced by an unseen spirit world. As 
hottific as this blood bath can become at times, we must not 
be moved from the steadfastness of God’s love. As deep and 
as painful the wounds of affliction can become, we must not 
base our faith on emotions or feelings. We must find the 
strength to understand that, “All things work together for the 
good to those who love God.” As the hurricane force winds 
of hate blow relentlessly against the hope that we have in this 
promise of God, which reflects in the eyes of all who trust 
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Him, we must know in the deepest way that God’s love will 
always prevail. 


It has been nine months since the travesty took place at 
the Walmart in Texas, and now our nation and the world is 
facing a new trial of faith. It is not the threat of nuclear 
weapons or an invading army. It is a tiny virus known as the 
Novel Coronavitus, ot Covid-19 which stands for 
Coronavirus Disease 2019. 


Over the past several months the virus has spread from a 
locality in China all over the world, and has wreaked sickness 
and death to hundreds of thousands globally. Not only has it 
affected the health of a large populace, it has brought nearly 
every economy from every nation to a screeching halt. It is 
threatening to cripple the American economy along with the 
entire world. Of course, humans are once again turning to 
their own ingenuity and resourcefulness in this crisis. It is the 
human default to do so. Mankind has for the most part 
sought the answers in himself throughout the millennia. It is 
the thread of human pride from the fall that causes humans 
to respond to his experience in this manner. He will throw 
trillions of dollars at the problem, seek a vaccine, coordinate 
all the departments of government, and place all types of 
restrictions on people everywhere in order to grapple with the 
warfare of the virus. Governors and heads of state will evoke 
the Creator in public prayer to intervene. Of course all such 
prayers must be non-offenstve to non-believers and 
compliant with a pluralistic theology which satisfies every 
type of religious system under the sun. Just make a stand for 
the blessed name of Jesus publicly in this situation and see 
what kind of objections will explode upon the scene. 


Saint Luke recorded the words of the Apostle Peter in the 
4" chapter of the Book of Acts, in which the biblical 
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condition of salvation is clearly defined. 


Act 4:11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected 
by you, the builders, which has become the 
cornerstone. 


Act 4:12 And there is salvation in no one else, for 
there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.” (ESV) 


So as humans struggle to gain balance in this pandemic it 
is important to turn to God’s Word and find strength from 
the truth. It is Jesus who is the deliverer, not Buddha, 
Hinduism, the good works of man, nor mankind’s intellectual 
prowess which will ultimately save. 


5 THROUGH THE PERILOUS FIGHT 
“The Pharisees left and started making plans to kill Jesus.” 
(CEV, Matthew 12:14) 


It didn’t take long for things to develop and reach the 
boiling-point between Jesus and the Pharisees. The main 
reasons for the contention between Jesus and the Pharisees 
was directly related to the spiritual nature of their source. 
Saint John wrote of this contention in his Gospel. 


John 8:40 Instead, you want to kill me for telling 
you the truth that God gave me. Abraham never 
did anything like that. 


John 8:41 But you are doing exactly what your 
father does.” “Don't accuse us of having 
someone else as our father!” they said. “We just 
have one father, and he is God.” 


John 8:42 Jesus answered: If God were your 
Father, you would love me, because I came from 
God and only from him. He sent me. I did not 
come on my own. 


John 8:43 Why can’t you understand what I am 


talking about? Can’t you stand to hear what I am 
saying? 
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John 8:44 Your father is the devil, and you do 
exactly what he wants. He has always been a 
murderer and a liar. There is nothing truthful 
about him. He speaks on his own, and everything 
he says is a lie. Not only is he a liar himself, but 
he is also the father of all lies. (CEV) 


It wasn’t that the Pharisees simply disagreed with Jesus in 
principle; Jesus was quick to point out that they were related 
to a different father than Himself, and they were in obedience 
to the intent and plan of their father as well, who is the Devil. 


After each mass murder that is perpetrated in our society, 
a flurry of experts appear on television and wisely expound 
on why these tragedies have taken place. It is not that they are 
entirely wrong concerning the issues, rather that their 
assessments ate incomplete. They are humanistic and 
intentionally avoid the spiritual source of these problems in 
the world. The Apostle John went on to divide the entire 
world into two categories of people as to their spiritual 
allegiance. 


1 John 5:19 We are certain that we come from 
God and that the rest of the world is under the 
power of the devil. (CEV) 


The 43" verse of the passage from John’s Gospel asks a 
probing question. “Why can’t you understand what I am 
talking about?” So, most of the experts point to mental health 
and gun control legislation as potential answers to fix the 
problem of senseless gun violence in our society. There is no 
doubt that someone who would walk into a Walmart and 
blow twenty-two innocent people away is mentally ill. 
Stronger gun control and more funding in mental health 
would probably help a little. However, these verses of 
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Scripture reveal something much bigger, more sinister, and 
devious going on in humanity than mental illness. These 
verses of Scripture indicate a far reaching influence involved 
in human activity that involves the unseen realm of evil 
angelic beings. To deny the existence of the invisible creation 
is to directly contradict the clear statements in Scripture. Saint 
Paul succinctly commented on the subject in numerous 
passages in his epistles. One such reference is found in the 
book of Colossians. 


Paul makes three related statements about Christ and the 
universe in Colossians 1:16-17. First, all things were created 
by Him; second, He is before all things; third, in Him all 
things hold together. Paul very carefully defined the fullness of 
Christ’s work, power, and function as the Creator. 


First, Paul says that “all things were created by him’, and 
later adds, “through him and for him.” (Colossians 1:16) Paul 
identifies this One as God’s beloved Son, by whose blood we 
are redeemed. (Colossians 1:13-14) All things were created by 
Christ, ‘hrough Christ, and for Christ. That doesn't leave any 
room to detract from Christ’s creative work or His part in 
Creation. 


Second, the scope of Christ’s creation was all things “That 
ate in heaven and that ate on earth, visible and 
invisible.” (Colossians 1:16) Paul makes sure we do not think 
that Jesus was the Creator of merely physical and visible 
things. 


Third, Paul includes all authorities, “Thrones or dominions 
or principalities or powers.”(Colossians 1:16) Christ himself 
has no Creator. He created, and has dominion over, all 
creatures: angels, gods, devils, human beings, animals, 
mountains, or anything else supposed to have dominion. 
However great any dominion may be, Christ is its Creator and 
that makes him greater, the Supreme Ruler over all. This 


74 


Oh, Say Can You See 


supreme authority was recognized by God (the Father) when 
He, “Delivered us from the power of darkness into the 
kingdom of his dear Son.” (Colossians 1:13) Paul says that 
Christ, in his death and _ rfesutrection, “threw aside 
principalities and powers, and made a public spectacle of 
them, triumphing over them.” (Colossians 2:15) 


Second, Christ is before all things. We could have implied 
from Paul’s description of Christ’s part in creation that Christ 
is eternal, but Paul tells us anyway, “He is before all things” 
(Colossians 1:17). Paul does not say that Christ was the first 
created being. Rather, “he is before all creation.” Christ had 
no beginning. He himself is called “the beginning.” 
(Colossians 1:18) Everything created exists by causes outside 
of itself and before itself. But Christ is the Original Cause, 
whether it be of a grain of sand, or of our very life and 
salvation. 


Third, “In Christ all things hold together.” Paul says, “in 
him all things hold together” (Colossians 3:17). Christ is not 
just the Starter of creation, but is involved in its every process 
and development. “Christ is all and in all.’ (Colossians 3:11) 
As a parallel, Christ didn't merely séart his Church (His new 
creation), but continues to be involved in its process and 
development, right down to every part. 


One alternative view of the cosmos is that everything that 
is caused becomes itself a cause, and so things develop in 
complexity over time. Furthermore, the original cause 
becomes progressively estranged from the subsequent causes 
as the progression continues and the inherent differences 
compound over time. Paul, however, sees Christ not only as 
the original cause, but the One who holds all things together, 
at all levels he connects one cause to another such that order 
rules, and chaos is defeated. 
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In a large part, chaos is what resulted in the mind of man 
from the fall. Humanism, instead of bringing clarity, in some 
ways breeds deeper confusion and disunity. What happens 
when we stir up the sediment at the bottom of a river? The 
water becomes muddy. Muddy water is not what we need. 
No, clarity is what people need, and that is what God’s Spirit 
gives people that learn from him. “For God hath not given us 
the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind.” (KJV, 2 Timothy 1:7) 


There truly has been a terrible fight over the mind of 
mankind. It is a spiritual warfare which rages on. While the 
world is flooded with novel ideas which falsely promise 
humanity freedom, health, and prosperity, God’s Word 
stands towering over all of them and humanity as well. Like 
an eternal beacon of hope it shines its piercing and 
penetrating light into the darkness of the human soul, 
accomplishing its work. “So shall my word be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper 7” the 
thing whereto I sent it.” (KV, Isaiah 55:11) 


Saint Paul spoke of this type of spiritual warfare in 2 
Corinthians chapter 10. He said that the Word of God is 
mighty for the tearing down or the demolition of ideas that 
exalt themselves against the true knowledge of God. 


2 Corinthians 10:4 For the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strong holds; 

2 Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imaginations, 
and every high thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of 


Christ; (X[V) 
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The world around us is based upon ideas. Ideas in the 
mind of mankind is what makes the world go round. They 
direct the pathway of interaction between people everywhere. 
Sometimes ideas are good and helpful to mankind, and other 
times ideas can become a philosophy or even a religion. It is 
these type of ideas that form the foundation of society. Our 
present-day society is a culture based on the concept that all 
ideas and philosophies are equally right or correct. Just open 
the Bible and read. Does this idea pan out in Scripture. It 
does not. The Bible, God’s Word, is explicit in its 
communication. There is only two roads in life. One is broad 
which leads to destruction and there be many on it. The other 
is steep and narrow with leads to life which few find. 
Following Christ in some ways is easy. This is so because the 
believer has been delivered from the penalty of sin 
completely. The believer is saved by grace or unmerited favor. 
No good works of any kind are in the equation at all. 
Therefore there is great rest and peace through salvation in 
Christ. The believer can truly cease from his or her works 
concerning salvation. However, the believer possesses this 
salvation in a world that competes against the truth of the 
Gospel. This mentality of competition exists in every nook 
and cranny of our culture and represents a major portion of 
spiritual warfare in the believer’s life. They are ideas about 
creation vs evolution, sexuality, government, prosperity, just 
to mention a few. The Christian who takes a biblical stand 
against the philosophies and lifestyles of our present-day 
culture faces a steep and serious battle. 


There is only one way to win this battle. The believer must 
take up the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God. 
This is not just an emotional appeal, it must take the form of 
sincere study. The workman must be well prepared and not 
ashamed that he or she cannot hold their own in a loving and 
intelligent conversation with a person who is in unbelief. The 
challenge of this scenario is real and difficult for most 
believers in our culture today. Of course the force that should 
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guide the thrust of the sword of the Spirit is always love. You 
see it is not enough to be right. Our motives must always be 
directed by love, because without love we are nothing and 
have lost the battle altogether. 
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6 OPER THE RAMPARTS WE WATCHED 
WERE SO GALLANTLY STREAMING 


“And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his 
sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the 
ground.” (KJV, Luke 22:44) 


A rampart is a defensive wall of a castle or walled city, 
having a broad top with a walkway and typically a stone 
parapet. During the Battle of Baltimore in the War of 1812, 
Francis Scott Key watched the night sky light up over the 
ramparts of Fort McHenry from the deck of the British Ship 
HMS Tonnant. Key was being detained as a guest/prisoner 
during the important battle because he was aboard the 
British warship to negotiate the release of American prisoners 
and was not allowed to leave the ship during the battle for 
fear that he knew too much about the strength and 
weaknesses of the British naval force from being aboard the 
ship. Nonetheless, as the smoke cleared in the early morning 
hours Key could observe the American flag still waving in the 
distance above the fort, which inspired the writing of the now 
famous poem. 


As the ferocious bombing of the fort went on throughout 
the night the enemy unleashed a torrent of might in an 
attempt to squash the young American democracy. I am sure 
Key did not sleep a wink during that suspenseful night on 
September 13™ and 14" of 1814 as he awaited the morning 
light to reveal the final verdict. 
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He later brought the poem to a publisher who set the 
poem to the tune by John Stafford Smith’s To an Anacreon in 
Heaven, The present melody of the national anthem was not 
written for over another hundred years, which was composed 
by a group of composers who formed a committee of which 
the famous band leader and march composer John Phillip 
Sousa was a member. The poem actually enjoyed numerous 
melodies over that period of time from its original 
composition to its final and familiar tune. 


Oh, if only there had been even one set of watchful eyes 
on the night of Jesus’ agonizing time in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, but alas there was not even one of His disciples 
that remained awake and watchful as He prayed to the Father 
and He sweat great drops of blood. It was an event which 
had infinitely more importance than the Battle of Baltimore, 
and yet not one of His disciples understood the gravity of the 
moment. Even though the future of the entire human race 
hung in the balance of the moment and a much mote 
important battle was being waged, not one was eagerly 
anticipating the outcome of the battle. 


For over twenty centuries saints have recounted the events 
of that fateful night as they have read and meditated on the 
words of the Gospel account in amazement at the wondrous 
work of God in pure grace. How could God be so faithful in 
the face of so much human failure? How could He continue 
to deliver mankind in the face of total human unfaithfulness? 
The answer is grace. It is completely unmerited favor and a 
total gift, which is free from any and every obligation. 


Now it’s time to talk about grace. Similar to the events of 
the American Revolution and the Battle of Baltimore which 
attempted to terminate the new democracy from the Earth, 
the events that took place in the passion week of the Gospels 
were just the beginning in many ways. Even though the work 
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of salvation was completed during that sad and gruesome 
week some two thousand years ago there still remained 
twenty centuries of Church history to be played out. From 
the early apostolic time to the present-day the drama of 
spiritual warfare has ensued. Even though we know who will 
win this war, it doesn’t lessen the drama or suspense in any 
way. It doesn’t lessen the intensity of the warfare a bit. Even 
though there have been numerous key battles fought over the 
centuries involving different people, places and 
circumstances, each battle has been fought over the same 
reasons. The reasons all boil down to preservation of the 
message of God’s love to an undeserving human race. 


Even now in our present set of circumstances our 
American democracy is being tested to the max. As the forces 
of economics, social disparity, and pure political division 
unfurl their relentless bombardment against the greatest 
political experiment in human history, the American 
democracy is brought to its knees in this defining moment of 
our history as a nation. The question remains; who is standing 
watch over the ramparts of our fortress? Will we fall or will 
we stand as a free people? Will we succumb to the forces that 
attempt to divide and conquer us? Will we fall upon our 
knees as Jesus did in the Garden of Gethsemane and submit 
to the Father’s will? Will we attempt to stand in our own 
strength and ingenuity in the heat of battle and fall upon our 
own sword as King Saul did many centuries ago? Will we try 
to save ourselves and wreak havoc from our own 
indiscretion? Will we humbly submit to the Father and 
confess our waywardness as a nation in need of God’s 
protection and grace? Will we repent as the Scripture tells us 
to and turn to the Lord in order that He might heal our 
nation? Will we succumb to the temptation to fight and seek 
victory without the Lord? 


Although no one can predict when a global pandemic is 
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going to take place, our present situation should not have 
caught us so off-guard. We should have seen this coming 
long ago, because the warning signs were clearly posted along 
the way. Now we ate in deep trouble, possibly way over our 
heads. The national debt has ballooned to well over 24 trillion 
dollars, which is greater than our entire gross national 
product. The truth is, the politicians running the show have 
no plans of ever paying back the national debt. It is as though 
they want our system to utterly fail and fall into national 
bankruptcy. Now there is even a food shortage emerging in 
the mix. How much pain must the people of our land endure 
before we come to our senses and return to God? We must 
abandon our fetish desires and fleshly appetites as a people. 
We must flee from the evils of sexual sin. We must stop being 
a gluttonous people with little regard for the abuse that the 
Standard American Diet (SAD) does to the human body. 
Most importantly of all, we must now turn from the 
egalitarianism of ideas in our culture, realize that not all ideas 
are created equal, and lovingly restore the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to a place of prominence in our political and social life 
as a nation without forcing it down people’s throats as our 
Constitution allows. This time is so much more than a 
pandemic; it is our crucible as a nation. 


There was a time in Israel’s history that God allowed great 
suffering to take place. Of course, this time only came after 
God had called His people to repentance over a long period 
of time and they would not respond to or heed His warnings. 
It was the time that Jeremiah the prophet lived and 
ministered. 


Jeremiah grew up near Jerusalem in a priestly family. He 
was raised in the traditions of the prophets, especially the 
writings of Hosea, which seemed to influence his own writing 
later in his ministry. He lived during a time of political 
turmoil. It was a time of transition. The two centuries of 
Assyrian dominance was coming to an end while the 
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emergence of Babylon was happening, tuled _ by 
Nebuchadnezzar. This time in Israel’s history was truly one of 
its darkest. Yet there was at least one man during that time 
that watched over the ramparts as the spiritual battle over 
God’s people raged on. That man was Jeremiah the weeping 
prophet. 


Though Judah, the southern province of the nation, had 
vacillated its allegiance between Babylon and Egypt for many 
years, it finally became a province of the Babylonian empire. 
It was under these national circumstances that Jeremiah 
began his long prophetic career. It was the 13™ year of King 
Josiah’s reign when Jeremiah received the Divine call to 
ministry. His initial response was anything but self-assurance. 
“Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I 
am a child.” (KJV, Jeremiah 1:6) His early years of prophesy 
focused on condemnations for the sin of idolatry and social 
injustice, with a firm call to national repentance. He 
proclaimed an invasion from the north would take place, 
which was pictured as a boiling-pot about to overflow. 


One of the main points in the life and ministry of Jeremiah 
is that God rejects superficial repentance. He looks into the 
heart of people, individually and nationally, and judges the 
attitudes that are guiding the actions of both nations and 
individual citizens. So why discuss the weeping prophet at 
this point in this book? It is pertinent in regards to the 
overwhelming conflict and trial that the entire world is in at 
the present time. This is so because all things, which include 
world events, work together for the good of those that love 
God, and are called according to His purpose. “And we know 
that all things work together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to /7s purpose.” (KV, 
Romans 8:28) So what is God’s purpose for the nations of 
the world? It is to draw all mankind to Himself. The truth is, 
most of mankind lives presumptuously, thinking that God is 
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pleased with mankind. If this were so, the great tribulation 
would not ever happen, and of course we know that it is 
going to happen exactly the way God’s word says that it will. 
So what if God is not really pleased with the way most of the 
world is living? What if God is not really pleased with the way 
most Americans live? Are there any New Testament verses 
that teach this, and if so, how would those verses relate to our 
present-day calamity? 


1Corinthians 10:5 Nevertheless, with most of 
them God was not pleased, for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness. 


1Corinthians 10:6 Now these things took place as 
examples for us, that we might not desire evil as 


they did. 


1Corinthians 10:7 Do not be idolaters as some of 
them were; as it is written, “The people sat down 
to eat and drink and rose up to play.” 


1Corinthians 10:8 We must not indulge in sexual 
immorality as some of them did, and twenty- 
three thousand fell in a single day. 


1Corinthians 10:9 We must not put Christ to the 
test, as some of them did and were destroyed by 
serpents, 


1Corinthians 10:10 nor grumble, as some of them 
did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 


1Corinthians 10:11 Now these things happened 
to them as an example, but they were written 
down for our instruction, on whom the end of 
the ages has come. 
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1Corinthians 10:12 Therefore let anyone who 
thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.(ESV) 


Well it is true that there are many millennia that stand 
between the present time in the world and ancient Israel. 
Many kingdoms and civilizations have come and gone during 
that period of time. However, even with all of the differences 
between then and now, there are some things that never 
change. God’s moral standards never change; they are the 
same today as they were thousands of years ago. This is so 
because God never changes with time; He is the same 
yesterday, today and forever. “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever.” (ESV, Hebrews 13:8) Lying 
is lying whether it takes place now or then. Insincerity and 
disingenuousness is the same now as it was then. You see, 
though it is different times and different cultures it is still the 
same fallen human heart. The desire to do evil now is the 
same as it was then in the human experience. The Bible 
teaches that the heart of mankind is wayward, warped, and 
always seeking to do wrong. This is so even when humans 
seek to do good, because the inner intent to promote self is 
always present. It is this central fact that is the root of all 
human unrighteousness. This is why the Bible concludes all 
of mankind’s good deeds are as filthy rags before God and no 
one will ever be justified on the basis of good works of any 
kind. Salvation from sin is truly by grace and grace alone 
through faith in Christ. 


Yet even in the face of all of Israel’s waywardness, God 
never gave up on trying to communicate to them. Nor did he 
ever give up working out His plan of salvation toward them. 
Part of the plan of salvation for Israel was to be carried off by 
King Nebuchadnezzar as slaves into Babylon for many years. 
This was clearly a chastisement for the nation to undergo. So 
why is Jeremiah regarded as the weeping prophet? Jeremiah, 
in the year 626 BC, predicted the destruction of Jerusalem by 
invaders from the north. In chapters 7 and 26 of the book of 
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Jeremiah he denounced the people of Israel for their false 
security in the Temple and called them to genuine repentance 
which would produce true social and ethical reform. Of 
coutse it never happened and God proceeded with the said 
judgments against His people. In the meantime Jeremiah was 
arrested and charged with capital crimes of which he was 
eventually acquitted. Josiah was commended for leading the 
people toward God through yielding toward genuine reform, 
but his son, Jehoiakim, was a different story. Jeremiah 
denounced Jehoiakim harshly for his selfishness, materialism, 
and practice of social injustice. In 605 BC. The Babylonians 
defeated Egypt in the Battle of Carchemish. Now they were 
close to the end of this portion of their history. Jeremiah 
delivered a scroll to Baruch who read it in the Temple. The 
scroll contained all of the messages Jeremiah had received 
from the Lord up to this time. It was also read to Jehoiakim 
who responded to it by tearing it to pieces. This caused 
Jeremiah to go into hiding where he wrote additions to the 
scrol. In 601 BC. Jehoiakim withheld tribute to 
Nebuchadnezzar which caused Jeremiah to prophecy the 
siege and destruction of Jerusalem at the hands of 
Nebuchadnezzar. However, Jehoiakim died before the siege 
would take place. Jehoiakim was succeeded by his son, 
Jehoiachin, who surrendered to the Babylonians in 597 BC 
and the people were carried off to Babylon as slaves in 586 
BC. Though the people had selected for themselves a new 
king, Zedekiah, his reforms were short lived and 
Nebuchadnezzar executed the judgments pronounced upon 
Israel earlier by Jeremiah. Jeremiah now warned of false 
prophets giving the people false hope in a short time of 
trouble and counseled the people of a protracted time of 
captivity. When surrounding states encouraged Jeremiah to 
preach rebellion against Babylon in 594 BC, he placed a yoke 
around his neck indicating that Judah should submit to their 
new rulers in Babylon until God would bring deliverance. 
Jeremiah was arrested several times during this period and 
was eventually freed and was given safe haven where he 
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predicted a bright and joyful future for the nation of Israel. 
He was eventually carried off to Egypt where He was, 
according to tradition, stoned to death by his own people 
who were exasperated at this point in their history. 


This was a result of the rulers of Israel playing a dangerous 
and eventually deadly game of being lukewarm with God and 
attempting to guide their own future and safety through 
aligning themselves with foreign powers in order to secure 
their safety among the surrounding nations. Instead of 
trusting in God they were trusting in their own plan, which 
turned out to be a huge mistake. 


Saint Paul was not recounting this time of Israel’s history 
in his letter to the Corinthians; he was pointing to their 
unfaithful past. I suppose he could have used many times in 
their past as examples of unfaithfulness to warn the 
Corinthian church as well as us today. After all, the Word of 
God has a unique way of being pertinent to all future 
generations. In part, that is what makes the Bible the only 
book that is actually alive. “For the word of God is living and 
active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the 
division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. (ESV, 
Hebrews 4:12) 


As Israel twisted this way and that way through its many 
situations in her history, some very important theological 
questions should be considered. Were these just unfortunate 
circumstances that she was experiencing, or were there 
deeper spiritual reasons for these events in her history? If we 
were to look at it from a secular perspective we could come 
to the conclusion that her history was a combination of 
political, social, military, and financial reversals. Of course 
this view would be excluding any spiritual involvement in her 
history. It would essentially deny the existence of an invisible 
creation as Paul spoke of in his epistles. It would deny the 
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clear teaching of the Word of God that He is in sovereign 
control of all events that take place, whether we understand 
them or not. 


Nearly two hundred and fifty years ago God permitted the 
birth of American democracy. Though we have never been a 
completely Christian nation, we were a nation that held to a 
Christian/Judaeo consensus for the most part. This was true 
until the great shift began to take place in our society about 
seventy five years ago. This is when the ship of our 
democracy began to drift away from a biblical consensus and 
headed toward a humanistic position on many important 
social and spiritual issues. Our courts, government, and most 
importantly, our people began to adopt a humanistic 
approach to running our affairs in the world. We began to 
seek shelter in the strength of our tremendous material 
output as a nation. We began to depend on our own strength 
militarily. Instead of seeking God for guidance for direction 
we began to follow our own fleshly inclinations. We began to 
decide what was right for ourselves. We, in many ways, 
became our own god, in what is now know as the post 
Christian era of history. Of course this is not a problem 
unique to America alone; it is global in its effects. 


Now we are in a global pandemic, and there are two basic 
ways we could look at the situation. Number one is 
humanistic-ally, which would exclude all and every piece of 
guidance from a loving God who may very well be grieved 
with humanity over the way it lives on the planet that He 
created. Number two, we could accept the teachings of the 
Bible which reveal an unseen creation to mankind. It says 
humanity is in a tremendous spiritual warfare at all times. It 
says that God has a right to impose judgment upon His 
creation for rejecting His offer of peace in Jesus Christ. It 
says that even though judgment must ensue because God 
cannot tolerate unrighteousness, He has not abandoned 
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humanity at all. He has sent his weeping prophets of today to 
call us unto true repentance or change of mind through the 
preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Even so, the 
question remains, as the prophets of our times weep and keep 
watch over the ramparts of our assaulted democracy, will the 
people listen? Is it possible that Covid-19 and the collapse of 
the global economy is the least of our trouble? Are there, in 
reality, deep and troubling spiritual reasons that this pandemic 
has swept the globe? Will the people turn the ship, or will the 
people continue down the same dismal path that Israel chose 
thousands of years ago? Will we listen to and heed the words 
of the weeping prophet as we watch over the ramparts while 
the battle rages on? That is the question. Whether Jeremiah 
realized that he was steeped into spiritual warfare which 
involved the entire nation of Israel or not is not clear in 
Scripture. However, he absolutely developed a level of moral 
sincerity that was clearly unusual for his time and place. It was 
obviously based upon a genuine relationship with God which 
was also based upon God’s supply, timing, and faithfulness. It 
is these qualities that we need at this time and place now. 


Jeremiah speaks to us today in regards to the type of 
spiritual warfare that his generation endured. Though it 
involved a protracted period of bondage in a foreign country 
who was tuled by an evil potentate, God used all of these 
circumstances to change and shape His people. He used these 
circumstances to prove forth His faithfulness. His 
faithfulness was magnified through a time in Israel’s history 
that was punctuated by their unfaithfulness. The principle of 
our human weakness vs. God’s strength is always present in 
spiritual warfare, and it is the mainstay of all redemptive work 
through God’s grace. There really is no other victory! 
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7 AND THE ROCKET’S RED GLARE, THE 
BOMBS BURSTING IN AIR 
John 12:32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all people to myself.” 
John 12:33 He said this to show by what kind of death he was 
going to die. (ESV) 


As the bombs exploded above Fort McHenry against the 
night sky, one can only imagine the drama which passed 
through Francis Scott Key’s mind. Literally, the course of 
modern history hung in the balance on that fateful night. No 
fair estimate could be made concerning the effect on history 
if the fledgling American democracy had lost the battle that 
night. The next two hundred years of modern history would 
have been completely different if the battle had gone the 
other way. That is no small potatoes! 


Though the American democracy is probably the best 
form of human government the world will experience before 
the second advent of Christ, it is not the final form of 
government that the world will experience. The Bible teaches 
that the world will be governed by a perfect government 
beneath the sovereign rule of Christ in total righteousness. It 
is a central line of prophecy in both the Old and New 
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Testaments. The transfer of the form of governments which 
the world is under at the present time will take place shortly 
after the period known as the Great Tribulation in the Bible. 
The Great Tribulation will culminate in a giant battle, 
Armageddon, as the nations of the world teeter to and fro 
between the kingdoms of light and darkness, truth and lies, 
and Christ and the devil. As the drama of this age unfolds in a 
most spectacular manner it is absolutely essential to 
understand that the outcome of the yet future battle was 
ultimately decided nearly two thousand years ago. It took 
place when one man, the Son of God, was crucified between 
two criminals at a place called Calvary. 


In a spiritual sense, no greater battle has ever been fought 
than the battle which raged in those dark hours when Jesus 
hung on the cross. The ultimate fate of the human race was 
determined in those short six hours. There were no bombs 
exploding in the sky over a fort, yet Christ is said to be our 
eternal fortress in the Psalms. There were no armies 
advancing in battle, at least not in a conventional sense, yet 
Christ made an open display of the invisible forces which 
held humanity in captivity. “He disarmed the rulers and 
authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over 
them in him.” (ESV, Colossians 2:15) There was no national 
banner flying over the cross on that day as there was over 
Fort McHenry in 1814. Yet there was no less of a banner 
which waved through those darkest hours of human history. 
It was not made of cloth, but rather of the eternal fabric of 
the faithful character of God as He set forth His only 
begotten and beloved Son to die for the sins of the entire 
world. There has never been, nor will there ever be, a battle 
fought with so great of consequences in the history of planet 
Earth as was fought in those dark hours. 


No, millions of soldiers did not physically die in battle on 
that day. The battlefield was not logistically naval or land 
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based. It was the battlefield within the human heart. 
However, for all who would place faith in His name would 
share in the victory over sin and death; it was a decisive 
victory indeed. There was the greatest spiritual transference 
that has ever or will ever take place in those hours which 
Jesus suffered and died. 


Romans 5:18 Therefore, as one trespass led to 
condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all 
men. 


Romans 5:12 “Therefore, just as sin came into 
the world through one man, and death through 
sin, and so death spread to all men because all 
sinned.” 


Romans 5:19 For as by the one man's 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by 
the one man's obedience the many will be made 
righteous. 


1Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, so also 
in Christ shall all be made alive. 


1 John 2:2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and 
not for ours only but also for the sins of the 
whole world. (ESV) 


For thousands of years the battle was building through 
every generation and civilization; then it came. Jesus the Son 
of God gave himself in weakness upon a Roman cross for the 
sin of the world, and gained perfect and eternal victory over 
mankind’s true foe, which is sin. “For our sake he made him 
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God.” (ESV, 2 Corinthians 5:21) It was 
in weakness not strength that Christ gained the victory. “For 
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he was crucified in weakness, but lives by the power of God. 
For we also are weak in him, but in dealing with you we will 
live with him by the power of God.” (ESV, 2 Corinthians 
13:4) 


Now we come to the crux of this chapter, which is how 
spiritual warfare is fought and won in the believer’s life. 
There is a great deal of nonsense preached from pulpits all 
over the world which promote some type of non-suffering, 
painless victory for the believer. Plain and simple, this stuff is 
not taught in the pages of God’s word. On the contrary, just 
the opposite is taught concerning the issue. 


Within each person on planet Earth, including believers 
is a fort. It is the fortress of self-sufficiency. It is such a 
mighty foe which wages war against God, and attempts to 
thwart the plan and purpose of God for each individual. This 
is where the battle of spiritual warfare truly rages the most. It 
is the center and focal point of all spiritual warfare. You see 
the truth is our faith is incredibly weak at its best. Our 
faithfulness is utterly incompetent and incapable of carrying 
out one iota of God’s plan in our lives. Yet we focus so much 
on this stuff we become blinded to the fact that we cannot 
win one instant of this warfare without Christ’s strength. We 
must submit in weakness to Him in order for His strength to 
be made perfect in our weakness. This is exactly what Saint 
Paul wrote in his second epistle to the Corinthians. “But he 
said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me.” (ESV, 2 Corinthians 12:9) I love the 
words that Paul chose to express this incredible spiritual 
reality. He used the term “rest upon me” to express the peace 
that a believer experiences when the strife of the believer is 
given up and has appropriately surrendered to God. Of 
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course, what else would a believer experience other than pure 
peace? We see the same thing in many of the Old Testament 
passages as well. 


Psalm 46:10 “Be still, and know that I am God. I 
will be exalted among the nations, I will be 
exalted in the earth!” 


Psalm 46:11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the 
God of Jacob is our fortress. (ESV) 


Unlike the political struggles that are raging in the world, 
this war is fought within each person. It is a battle for control 
of the human heart, which ultimately guides human footsteps. 
So how does God maneuver the steps of the believer to 
experience this incredible victory? He almost always uses 
adverse situations, which frustrates the believer’s progress. 
“For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of him who subjected it, in hope.” (ESV, Romans 
8:20) We are the part of creation which God is most 
concerned about. We are the focal point of God’s plan, and it 
is His plan for us, not our plan for God which matters the 
most. It is difficult to estimate how much of what is going on 
in Christianity is actually our plan toward God, not His plan 
for us. Nonetheless, He is even in control of that as well. 


The rocket’s red glare of this battle is the flaming attempts 
of godliness which is actually just human pride. These 
attempts look spectacular for a moment as they streak across 
the dark canvas of our lives, but alas, they only shine for a 
moment of time. Ultimately, all of mankind’s attempts to 
handle his own affairs through his own strength will fizzle out 
against a dark sky of emptiness. The Christian is tempted to 
be godly without God. This is where the adversary places his 
great and shrewd strategy. He knows if he can get us to stand 
in our own strength, even for a moment, the battle is done. 
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Of course, the battle for the believer is not really done, 
because the believer has overcome the evil one. “I write to 
you, fathers, because you know him who is from the 
beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, 
and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome 
the evil one.” (ESV, 1 John 2:14) Notice that the victory over 
the evil one for the believer is dynamically produced through 
the abiding Word of God, not through any fleshly effort to 
produce a spiritual life. 


All of the early Church suffered at one time or another. 
This is how God was shaping His people. This is exactly how 
God was teaching His people. “For the sake of Christ, then, I 
am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, 
and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 
(ESV, 2 Corinthians 12:10) These verses were written to 
teach us today that spiritual strength comes through weakness 
not human strength. 


So what of the suffering we may go through? How should 
we view it? “For this light momentary affliction is preparing 
for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison,” 
(ESV, 2 Corinthians 4:17) Let’s understand this correctly. 
Warfare is not fun. “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a 
servant above his master.” (ESV, Matthew 10:24) If Jesus 
suffered humiliation why shouldn’t we? Of course, when we 
are in the middle of a complex moment filled with spiritual 
implications we don’t want to think about all of the 
ramifications which are involved. We just want the situation 
to change for the better. We usually want them to change 
fast, the faster the better. However, fast may not be what 
God has in mind. So going ahead of God becomes the central 
issue in spiritual warfare. Jesus came do the will of the Father, 
not His own. We are here on planet Earth to do the will of 
the Father as well. However, we are to do this through 
Christ’s strength, not our own. Therefore, timing becomes a 
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central issue in the battle. The battle over our will vs. His will 
is usually fought through frustration. Yes, God frustrates our 
plan by not allowing it to succeed, at least not in the time and 
manner that we have in mind. At this point we can become 
cast down or discouraged, confused or perplexed. 


2 Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in jars 
of clay, to show that the surpassing power 
belongs to God and not to us. 


2 Corinthians 4:8 We are afflicted in every way, 
but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to 
despair; 


2 Corinthians 4:9 persecuted, but not forsaken; 
struck down, but not destroyed; 


2 Corinthians 4:10 always carrying in the body 
the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may 
also be manifested in our bodies. 


2 Corinthians 4:11 For we who live are always 
being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that 
the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our 
mortal flesh. 


2 Corinthians 4:12 So death is at work in us, but 
life in you.(ESV) 


Though every believer is said to be victorious from the 
moment of salvation, it takes some believers longer in a 
dynamic sense to live out the victory that was planted within 
from that point. This is so because the old operating system 
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which is planted in our brain needs to be renewed by the 
transforming power of the Holy Spirit. It is this change of 
mind, which is essentially a change from being carnally 
minded to being spiritually minded that God is at work in the 
believer at all times. This is especially true during times of 
duress. The sheer force of spiritual warfare rages a hurticane 
force wind across the believers mind at times to simply get 
going and change this situation. This type of thinking stems 
from the set of instructions that are part and parcel of the old 
operating system, which is based upon Adam’s fallen mind- 
set. Every human being on Earth inherited this mentality 
from his or her parents and the fallen world which we live. 


So often when engaged in this type of spiritual warfare 
sight evaluation is what is driving our thoughts and decisions. 
It is our own guesstimation which is the dangerous quicksand 
beneath our feet. A guesstimation is an estimation made 
without good justification and is often biased. It is an 
estimation based on guesses, which are usually for expedience 
ot because there is no better method available. Expedience is 
not what God is after. God’s word does not guesstimate 
anything. He is after changing us more than our situation. 
Sometimes our situation on Earth will never change for the 
better, at least not in terms of what people consider better to 
be. Yes, believers die of cancer everyday. Yes, believers suffer 
financial disaster everyday. Yes, believers suffer a multitude of 
situational reversals in this life and in this world. It can cause 
a believer to wonder if God even cares. Well of course He 
does! “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” (ESV, 2 
Corinthians 5:7) 


Presently, the world is in a pandemic caused by the Novel 
Coronavirus. No one in their right mind would not want this 
problem to go away. However, the Coronavirus may be just 
part of our problem as far as God sees it. Is it possible that 
God sees our problem in a much deeper manner than a 
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physical illness or even death? The only way we can come 
close to determining whether or not we are on track with 
God or not is by overlaying the Word of God upon our 
situation. When we do this there are a number of questions 
that should come to our minds which should process our 
thoughts in terms of lies vs. truth. For many believers the 
battle of lies vs. truth can become a mental vortex swirling 
around like an inner tornado. This problem is an extension of 
the fact that the first two human beings fell beneath the tree 
of good and evil. Mankind was initially never created to 
determine what is good or evil. This was initially only for 
God to do. Now the process for the believer to grow in 
discernment is an issue of growing in Bible doctrine which 
should cause mature development in the individual. I stress 
the importance of the individual at this point because every 
believer is not responsive to the Word of God in the same 
way or intensity. There is no egalitarianism involved with this 
at all. It is totally individualistic in nature. “But solid food is 
for the mature, for those who have their powers of 
discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good 
from evil.” (ESV, Hebrews 5:14) This verse indicates that it 
takes constant practice to acquire this level of spiritual 
maturity, which also indicates that the individual may 
experience numerous failures in the process of trial and error. 


As we hold the Word of God over this situation the 
immediate question of economy vs. the value of human life 
appears. The supply chain of food is interrupted. The 
economy is severely damaged. Okay, we need to look at the 
biblical account of Joseph in the book of Genesis. Joseph was 
directed by God to counsel the Pharaoh to stockpile grain 
that would see the world through the coming seven years of 
famine caused by drought. Through obeying the directives of 
God through that time of trial the curve of human suffering 
was greatly flattened. Notice that this required obedience to 
the Word of God. If truth be told about America now, we 
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probably have enough food stockpiled to feed our entire 
population for many years, plus some who are not American 
as well. Of course this would require rationing and careful 
planning, but Americans don’t like to do anything carefully, 
never mind together. We are a country that can barely drive 
down a highway without a road-rage incident. All of this, “We 
are in this together” is just a lot of double-talk. 


It is time for some fact checking. The damage to our 
economy is already done. It is going to take a decade or more 
to recover from this completely, if we ever recover 
completely at all. We have lost the war on containing the 
virus from spreading. We had a good chance at that two 
months ago,’ but because we did not have a unified response 
to the virus nationally it spread exponentially over the past 
two months. There has been a 677 percent increase in the 
deaths caused by the virus in the United States over the past 
thirty days. That does not sound like a huge success to me. If 
we were watching an NFL game, and a team beat another 
team by nearly 700 percent we would call it for what it is, a 
public embarrassment and a humiliating rout. Yet it is our 
impulsiveness as a people and a nation that seems to be 
steering the ship. It is because our economy may suffer 
deeper and longer than was previously expected that our 
government is deciding to open businesses everywhere, in 
spite of the obvious health risks to millions of people. So 
does it matter to God whether people value the economy 
over human life? I believe it does. 


When a dozen tornadoes swept through towns across the 
southeastern United States a few weeks ago, people that 
survived the storm but lost all their possessions said the same 
thing. Things can be replaced but human life cannot. Our 
country is going to lose more and our economy is going to 
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suffer greater by acting impulsively at this moment. It is 
unconscionable to chalk up numbers of dead people like they 
are hogs lined up for the slaughter, for the sake of a faster 
economic recovery. This is especially when we risk the greater 
loss from moving ahead of God in this trial. Why can’t 
people see that through acting impulsively we are risking not 
only tens of thousands of lives that will be lost, we are risking 
a deeper and possibly an irretrievable economic down turn? 
What are some examples of this type of impulsive and 
impatient behavior in the Bible? 


Numbers 11:5 We temember the fish we ate in 
Egypt that cost nothing, the cucumbers, the 
melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic. 


Numbers 11:6 But now our strength is dried up, 
and there is nothing at all but this manna to look 
at.” 


Numbers 11:33 While the meat was yet between 
their teeth, before it was consumed, the anger of 
the LORD was kindled against the people, and 
the LORD struck down the people with a very 


great plague.(ESV) 


The above passages from the account of Israel’s 
wanderings in the wilderness under the direction of Moses’ 
leadership took place when the people of God began to 
complain about the manna that God had given them to eat. 
They began to rant that they were better off as slaves in 
Egypt than to be suffering in the sweltering heat of the desert 
sun. Of course people do not think that God still executes 
this type of judgment on people. Where in the Word of God 
does it say He ever stopped? It doesn’t! In the same way, He 
has never stopped doing miracles, nor has He has ever 
stopped judging His world. In fact, judgment begins with the 
household of God. “For it is time for judgment to begin at 
the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be 
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the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?” 
(ESV, 1 Peter 4:17) This verse asks a stinging question 
concerning the outcome of those who choose not to listen to 
the voice of God and obey. The answer is not very pretty! 


The simple truth is Americans have a terrible impulsiveness 
that make up a good portion of our cultural personality. Of 
coutse this does not include all Americans, but there is 
enough of this attitude that goes around to affect our 
collective outcome as a society. In the day that Paul the 
Apostle ministered to the Church at Ephesus, not all the 
people of Ephesus were living wrong, but enough were living 
wrong to make a difference in the Apostle’s assessment of the 
situation in that place. To a large degree it is what prompted 
him to write to the Ephesians to stop living in mental 
darkness. 


Ephesians 4:17 Now this I say and testify in the 
Lord, that you must no longer walk as the 
Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. 


Ephesians 4:18 They are darkened in their 
understanding, alienated from the life of God 
because of the ignorance that is in them, due to 
their hardness of heart. (ESV) 


The essence of spiritual warfare was laid out in Ephesians 
chapter six. 


Ephesians 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and 
in the strength of his might. 


Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God, 
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that you may be able to stand against the schemes 
of the devil. 


Ephesians 6:12 For we do not wrestle against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly places. 


Ephesians 6:13 Therefore take up the whole 
armor of God, that you may be able to withstand 
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 


Ephesians 6:14 Stand therefore, having fastened 
on the belt of truth, and having put on the 
breastplate of righteousness, 


Ephesians 6:15 and, as shoes for your feet, 
having put on the readiness given by the gospel 
of peace. 


Ephesians 6:16 In all circumstances take up the 
shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all 
the flaming darts of the evil one; 


Ephesians 6:17 and take the helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God, 


Ephesians 6:18 praying at all times in the Spirit, 
with all prayer and supplication. To that end, 
keep alert with all perseverance, making 
supplication for all the saints, 
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Ephesians 6:19 and also for me, that words may 
be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to 
proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 


Ephesians 6:20 for which I am an ambassador in 
chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to 
speak.(ESV) 


This well-known passage from Ephesians starts off with 
final instructions to be strong in the Lord. In other words 
there is no real victory for the Christian through his or her 
own strength. Victory is through the Lord’s strength not our 
own. It ends with a willingness to bear the chains of suffering 
for the sake of the Gospel of which every Christian is 
appointed to be an ambassador. 
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8 GAVE PROOF THROUGH THE NIGHT 


THAT OUR FLAG WAS STILL THERE 
“Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to 
the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone 
had been taken away from the tomb.” (ESV, John 20:1) 


In the early morning hours when the dust settled and the smoke 
cleared from the air the American flag was still standing above the 
embattled fort. The proud British fleet had thrown everything it 
had at the fortress and had not prevailed in its attempt to crush the 
American dream of freedom, and banish a government of the 
people and by the people from the Earth all together. All their 
futile efforts seemed to accomplish was embolden the Americans 
to set forth on a path that the entire world would soon stand in 
awe. 


Now three days after the might and injustice of the Imperial 
Roman Empire had been thrown at Jesus, the dust settled and the 
smoke cleared the air. The crowds had cleared the streets. The 
angry mob that yelled “crucify him,” had all gone home.” 


Luke 23:18 But they all cried out together, “Away 
with this man, and telease to us Barabbas”— 


Luke 23:19 a man who had been thrown into 


prison for an insurrection started in the city and 
for murder. 
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Luke 23:20 Pilate addressed them once mote, 
desiring to release Jesus, 


Luke 23:21 but they kept shouting, “Crucify, 
crucify him!” (ESV) 


From then on Pilate sought to release him, but 
the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you 
are not Caesar's friend. Everyone who makes 
himself a king opposes Caesar.” (ESV, John 
19:12) 


Just three days after the greatest battle in human history ever 
fought there was no flag flying over a fort to indicate victory. There 
was just an empty tomb. There were no crowds cheering. There 
was no fanfare. There were no heroes celebrated with medals 
pinned to their chests. Not even His disciples were waiting in faith. 
There was just an empty tomb. That was God’s answer to all of 
mankind’s sin. That was God’s statement toward all of mankind’s 
misbegotten justice. The supreme act of undeserved favor had 
taken place. Jesus’ body was not in the tomb. He was not dead 
anymore. No, He was not there. He was raised in resurrection life, 
and a new day had begun for mankind. A victory of immeasurable 
dimensions had been achieved. Christ had conquered sin and 
death. This victory was now being offered to all who would come 
to trust in His name. It was being offered without limitations of 
any kind, only that mankind would receive the free gift by faith in 
Christ alone. Yes, a truly Good News had dawned on humanity. It 
was infinitely greater than any other victory in human history. 
Mankind’s true enemy, which is sin and death, was defeated. 


No, injustice was not yet cast from the earth. No, sin and death 
did not end on that morning of human history. No, wars and 
rumors of wars did not stop at that point, but Jesus’ death and 
resurrection guaranteed that someday they all will end and cease 
from the Earth. So, how did God guarantee these things, and what 
was the proof in the morning light that these things would 
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eventually come true? It was an empty tomb, and yet it was even 
more than an empty tomb. It was Jesus who was alive and well, 
who walked through the wall of the upper room and appeared to 
His disciples. Even then, amidst their amazed eyes, Thomas held 
tight to his unbelief. It was God who invited Thomas to place his 
fingers in the fresh wounds of Christ’s side. 


John 20:27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here, and see my hands; and put out your 
hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, 
but believe.” 


John 20:28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and 
my God!” 


John 20:29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed.” (ESV) 


There it is! It is the core of all spiritual warfare. We should 
not expect a world free from injustice, nor a life free from 
problems. We should expect just the opposite. However, the 
difference between those who are in Christ through simple 
faith in His name and those who reject His name is this. Like 
Thomas, and to some extent the other disciples of Christ, we 
all suffer from a measure of unbelief. No one has perfect 
faith, a faith which never falters. If we had that we would be 
Christ Himself. No, all regenerate people are under His grace, 
which is a perfect provision. Grace meets our imperfections 
in every way, and fills our lacking to the fullest measure. This 
is why Saint Paul said we are complete in Him. “And ye are 
complete in him, which is the head of all principality and 
power.” (KJV, Colossians 2:10) Unfortunately, those outside 
of Christ through rejecting His offer of grace through 
unbelief, are left to fend for themselves. They will always be 
found incomplete about everything, especially toward 
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righteousness in the eyes of God. Therefore, the central 
difference between the believer and unbeliever is that the 
believer is said to be complete in Christ and the unbeliever is 
not. Yes, the believer in Christ possesses the perfect 
provision of grace to face any and all situations. No matter 
what the final outcome ends up to be, the believer is said to 
be victorious. So victorious ate we who believe in Christ, we 
are said to be more than conquerors. 


Romans 8:31 What shall we then say to these 
things? If God be for us, who can be against us 


Romans 8:32 He that spared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not 
with him also freely give us all things? 


Romans 8:33 Who shall lay any thing to the 
charge of God's elect? It 7s God that justifieth. 


Romans 8:34 Who zs he that condemneth? It is 
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us. 


Romans 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? shal tribulation, or distress, of 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? 


Romans 8:36 As it is written, For thy sake we are 
killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep 


for the slaughter. 


Romans 8:37 Nay, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved us. 
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Romans 8:38 For I am persuaded, that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 


Romans 8:39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 


Lord. (K]V) 


So the Body of Christ, which is the Church, exists in a 
cosmic soup of belief and unbelief at all times. The soup is a 
confused mixture of a multitude of ingredients. It is a world 
that seeks answers to impossible questions, and only finds 
incomplete and inadequate answers at the bottom of its 
empty self. Like a blind man, billions of people are groping in 
the dark. Mankind feels his way through his existence, not 
really sure of any direction in which to go; yet mankind is 
driven by self-sufficiency and an ardent self-determination to 
vindicate himself. 


Those who are in Christ possess a different outcome. We 
have a different path to follow. It is referred to as a walk of 
faith in the Bible. A walk of faith is not some type of 
exemption from trouble in life. No, in most cases it is just the 
opposite. It takes each step in the shadow of the empty tomb 
of Christ. Shadows must have light in order to be cast. It is 
the light of His resurrection that shines past the empty tomb 
into the vacant recesses of our hearts and enlightens our path 
one step at a time. 


The famous passage from Romans declares the believer to 
be more than a conqueror, but it does so under the daunting 
specter that we are also as sheep led to the slaughter. The idea 
that the believer in Christ will not lose anything in this life 
because he or she is a child of the Most High doesn’t hold 
much water. One of the most graphic and enduring pictures 
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of this is found in the Book of Job. Job represents the 
quintessential battle of faith that most spiritual warfare will 
encompass. It will include great personal loss, while standing 
ground on a personal testimony and trust in the Redeemer. It 
is more about loss than gain in many ways. It is more about 
who we are than what we possess, or stand to lose or gain. 
So, who are we? Though the child of God has many 
appellations in Scripture, one of the most powerful is the 
term More Than a Conqueror. 


So powerful is our position in Christ that every believer is 
said to be victorious over the world through simple faith in 
Christ. “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the 
world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even 
our faith.” (KJV, 1 John 5:4) Though this passage of 
Scripture is ultimately absolutely true it is experienced 
differently at different levels of intensity on an individual 
basis. This is a major facet of spiritual warfare. The 
temptation to succumb to the world’s allurement is 
everywhere and everyday in the believer’s life. Many believers 
are coined as carnal believers and demonstrate little, if any 
victory at all in this life. Even though they are saved as saved 
can be, they have thrown the towel in, and have given over to 
the adversary concerning the good fight of faith, which is 
over the inner man. Faith is static in these individuals and 
accomplishes little in regards to God’s purpose in this age for 
His Church. They have little commitment toward dynamic 
sanctification and little or no regard for the work of the Holy 
Spirit. They almost always know little about the Bible, at least 
in terms of Spirit and truth, and what they do know is limited 
by their personal preferences. These believers have practically 
no effect on other people to draw others to the light of the 
Gospel. To top it all off, many if not most of these 
individuals are regular church-goers. 


So what’s up with all of that? A lot is the answer. You see, 
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for centuries the Church has been focusing on external 
activities. It has been duped into believing that if believers 
simply get involved with these activities there will be spiritual 
growth and personal victory. There is no telling how many 
gullible believers have been sucked in by this ploy. It is really 
quite clever and satanic through and through. It is what has 
led the church universally toward a maintenance style Gospel 
which is no Gospel at all. The truth is that salvation is of the 
Lord from beginning to end, and it is finished. Christ said so 
from the cross as He suffered and died for the sin of the 
world. 


Many believers are living their lives in the empty tomb 
rather than in the shadow of it. There is no power in death, 
but that is just the point, Jesus has defeated death, the grave 
and sin. He came to save us from our worse enemy, which is 
ourselves. “For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled 
to God by the death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.” (K[V, Romans 5:10) 


Whether your calling is to drive truck, teach school, raise 
kids, play music, write books, drive a school bus, or to preach 
the Gospel, the Scripture says to do all to the glory of God. 
“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do 
all to the glory of God.” (KJV, 1 Corinthians 10:31) It sounds 
easy enough, but in the real world this issue is supercharged 
with spiritual warfare. It is the focal point where the devil, the 
world, and the flesh exert great force against the believer to 
keep him or her from serving God in this life. There is only 
one way that we can do all things to the glory of God, which 
is to allow God to do all things through us. Of course, we 
don’t always yield to God’s Spirit and allow Him to use us as 
a vessel, but it is possible to do so, at least much of the time. 
No, we are not puppets on strings which are controlled 
somehow from above, nor are we some type of mindless 
robotron. We have a mind, will and emotions. These three 
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components of who and what we are can and should be 
shaped or molded to conform to the will of God. This is 
achieved through our choice to follow and obey the voice of 
the Holy Spirit. Our lives do not have to end up being an 
empty tomb if we live our lives through the power of the 
empty tomb of the one who is alive forevermore. The risen 
Christ is the banner of God’s perfect love flying high over all 
of our lives. After the smoke clears and the dust settles from 
the battles of life we will all behold the banner of God’s love, 
the banner of eternal freedom, who is Jesus. 


Philippians 2:10 That at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of “hings in heaven, and ¢hings in 
earth, and /hings under the earth; 


Philippians 2:11 And shat every tongue should 


confess that Jesus Christ zs Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.(K]V) 
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9 OH, SAY DOES THAT STAR SPANGLED- 
BANGED BANNER YET WAVE 


“Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make 
intercession for them.” (KJV, Hebrews 7:25) 


There has been no greater symbol which represents the 
consciousness of American freedom than the flag. The red, 
white and blue banner has flown over every battlefield that 
American soldiers have fought on for over two hundred 
years. Whether the battles were won or lost it has served to 
cause inspiration to achieve the highest goals within the realm 
of human aspiration. The American flag has flown proudly 
above the banners of other nations in the world as a symbol 
of freedom from despotism and the human struggle to seek 
life, liberty and happiness. As true as all of our freedoms are, 
they only exist because God has allowed them to by His 
grace. There is nothing sinless about any human government, 
including our own. 


Unlike human forms of government, and the humanly 
flawed pursuit of the high ideals of our Constitution, the 
banner of God’s love waves high above any and _ all 
corruption. It is untainted by human sin. There is no political 
scandal, no lying, no scheming, no competition, and no 
underhandedness at all in the woven fabric of God’s bannet. 
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It represents perfect freedom, eternal life, and flawless 
happiness. What a day it will be when that flag waves over 
humanity in His kingdom! It will wave above all the nations 
of the Earth for one thousand years before all of God’s 
enemies are finally subdued and overcome. As wonderful as 
these promises of God are, and as bright of a future that God 
has promised to humanity, it is not in the world now, at least 
not to that extent yet. “Putting everything in subjection under 
his feet.”” Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he 
left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet see 
everything in subjection to him.” (ESV, Hebrews 2:8) 


Of course there is peace from God that we can experience 
now. This is clearly stated in the Word of God in many 
passages of Scripture. “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men.” (KJV, Luke 2:14) 
However, this peace is not felt completely in the affairs and 
politics of men on Earth yet. “Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 
(KJV, John 14:27) Notice that there is an important 
difference between the peace which Jesus gives and the peace 
that the world gives people. The peace that God gives people 
is found mainly in the heart of man at this time, not in the 
political realm, nor in man’s affairs on Earth. The peace of 
the human condition is always threatened and unstable. It is 
this instability which is always the target within the heart of 
the believer. It is always threatened by the chaos and 
confusion in the world around us. 


Therefore, one of the main goals of the believer involved 
in spiritual warfare is to dynamically rest or abide in the peace 
of God. Of course, no believer has ever experienced this state 
of inner well-being at all times. Even the strongest believers 
in the Bible, such as Saint Paul or Abraham, found 
themselves deeply troubled in their hearts at times. No, 
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perfect consistency is not possible for us at this time, but we 
can find rest in the battle through Christ at anytime, anyplace, 
or any situation. This spiritual reality has afforded mankind 
with tremendous, even supernatural strength to carry on in 
the battle, even when all seemed lost. 


2 Corinthians 4:8 We are troubled on every side, 
yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in 
despair; 


2 Corinthians 4:9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; 
cast down, but not destroyed; 


2 Corinthians 4:10 Always bearing about in the 
body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 
also of Jesus might be made manifest in our 


body.(ESV) 


The Christian is often surrounded by troubling 
circumstances. It is how he or she handles the pressure within 
the heart that makes all the difference in terms of 
experiencing the peace of God. Therefore, much of the effort 
and goal of spiritual warfare is to exert as much pressure on 
the believer’s heart as to erode that individual’s trust in God 
through Christ. This can be a terrible battle indeed. The entire 
point of the Christian victory rests upon the promise of God 
that He will never leave us or forsake us at anytime 
whatsoever. 


Hebrews 13:5 Keep your life free from love of 
money, and be content with what you have, for 
he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake 


9 


you 


Hebrews 13:6 So we can confidently say, ““The 


114 


1. Oh, Say Can You See 


Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man 
do to me?” (ESV) 


These verses tell the believer to avoid the trap of loving 
money, because it is a temptation of the enemy to not only 
love money and esteem it beyond its usefulness, but to 
depend on it for our deliverance as well. Contentment with 
what God has provided us at any moment is the key to 
combat the inordinate dependence on money. 


1Timothy 6:5 and constant friction among people 
who are depraved in mind and deprived of the 
truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain. 


1Timothy 6:6 But godliness with contentment is 
great gain, 


1Timothy 6:7 for we brought nothing into the 
world, and we cannot take anything out of the 
world. 


1Timothy 6:8 But if we have food and clothing, 
with these we will be content. 


1Timothy 6:9 But those who desire to be rich fall 
into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless 
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin 
and destruction. (ESV) 


This is so because the Lord is our help, whether He 
chooses to use money or some other means to provide for us 
is completely His sovereign decision. It is important to 
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remember that the focus of spiritual warfare is often to use 
external things such as circumstances or our environment to 
disrupt and disturb our inner man, in a sense, to rob our 
peace. This becomes especially difficult when we fail the test, 
and we all fail from time to time. That is why the essence of 
victory for the Christian is found in no other principle than 
the grace of God. The truth is we could never win a single 
spiritual battle without Christ’s strength which abides within 
each believer by His Spirit. Christ within us is the hope of 
glory. “To them God chose to make known how great among 
the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which 
is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (ESV, Colossians 1:27) 
Yes, the true essence of the Christian victory is within not 
external. Yes, it is Christ in us who constitutes the great 
victory of the believer. “Do you not know that you are God's 
temple and that God's Spirit dwells in your” (ESV, 1 
Corinthians 3:16) 


The fact that not only Christ is with us, He is in us, is the 
basis of this incredible victory. “I in them and you in me, that 
they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know 
that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.” 
(ESV, John 17:23) So the issue is revealed in and through 
spiritual warfare as God uses His presence within the believer 
to draw people toward Himself on the basis of His empirical 
love which is clearly made visible to all. How else would God 
reach humanity, which is said to be mentally blinded by the 
god of this world, with the message of His love? It is through 
the sin of human pride and self-sufficiency that the devil 
blinds mankind from the light of the Gospel. 


2 Corinthians 4:3 And even if our gospel is 
veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 


2 Corinthians 4:4 In their case the god of this 
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world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, 
to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel 
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 


(ESV) 


Every battle fought in human history is ultimately fought 
between the kingdom of light and the kingdom of darkness. 
Though the believer is permanently placed in the kingdom of 
God’s Son, which is synonymous with the kingdom of light, 
he or she can live in the darkness of ignorance of God’s 
Word. “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.” (ESV, 
Colossians 1:13) Ignorance of the Word of God is a central 
facet of spiritual warfare. 


Ephesians 4:17 This I say therefore, and testify in 
the Lord, that ye no longer walk as the Gentiles 
also walk, in the vanity of their mind, 


Ephesians 4:18 being darkened in their 
understanding, alienated from the life of God, 
because of the ignorance that is in them, because 
of the hardening of their heart. (ASV) 


It is the desire of the enemy of our soul to harden the 
heart of the believer. This is deviously achieved through the 
unwillingness of the child of God to learn from God’s Word 
what is the good and pleasing will of God. “Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal 
of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will 
of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (ESV, 
Romans 12:2) Therefore, the mind of the believer becomes 
the battlefield on which great and decisive victories are either 
won or lost. What dwells in the mind of the believer 
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determines the heart attitude of the believer. The heart of the 
believer consists of the things that the individual values the 
most. Of course, that is the issue. God should be the most 
valued being in the believer’s heart, but often this is in word 
only, not in deed. This is why the Apostle commanded the 
Ephesian believers to stop living in ignorance which is a 
temporary state of mental darkness. 


Though the unregenerate are said to be in spiritual 
darkness, the regenerate can and in many cases, choose to live 
in mental darkness. This state is unfortunate and grieves the 
Holy Spirit. What is even more unfortunate in many fine 
believers in Christ is that they know very little about the Holy 
Spirit. This ignorance can only contribute to the lack of 
understanding as to how to carry out fellowship with God’s 
Spirit. This ignorance is so profound that many Christians do 
not even believe that the Holy Spirit is a person. They have 
been falsely taught that He is a power which emanates from 
God. To clarify this issue all one needs to ask is, “How can a 
power be grieved?” Of course an impersonal power cannot 
be grieved. Now there are many false doctrines, as such, 
which are distributed across the Body of Christ. These false 
teachings are satan’s work. They are termed in the Scripture 
as doctrines of demons. The confusion in believer’s minds 
about what the Bible actually teaches is satan’s device to grip 
the minds of innumerable believers. 


This confusion has created chaos across the Church at 
large. It has impeded the progress of the clear proclamation 
of the Finished Work of Christ. It has pitted church against 
church. It has diminished the impact of the Gospel in our 
communities. It has darkened the understanding of millions 
of believers. However, even in the face of this humiliating 
cost the battle is not lost. Christ has promised that the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against His Church. “And I declare to 
you that you are Peter, and that upon this Rock I will build 
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my Church, and the might of Hades shall not triumph over 
it.” (ESV, Matthew 16:18) 


Certainly this victory has nothing to do with our 
faithfulness or service. If that were the case Christ could not 
have ever legitimately guaranteed the victory of His Church 
overt the power of hell. It is Christ and Christ alone who 
always leads us in victory. “But thanks be to God, who in 
Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through 
us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him 
everywhere.” (ESV, 2 Corinthians 2:14) Notice that it is 
through Christ, not by us that God accomplishes this glorious 
victory. It is all by grace, not by works at all. 
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10 OVER THE LAND OF THE FREE AND THE 
HOME OF THE BRAVE 


“Be on guard; stand firm in your faith [in God, respecting His 
precepts and keeping your doctrine sound]. Act like [mature] 
men and be courageous; be strong.” (Amp, 1 Corinthians 
16:13) 


This book started off with the first line from the national 
anthem. It asked the biting question, “Oh Say Can You See?” 
Each chapter unfolded with each line from the national 
anthem as the title of each chapter. The Star Spangled Banner 
is a stirring and beautiful national anthem. It first was a poem 
and then many years later it became the familiar song that we 
all stand for when played at a sporting event or sometimes a 
public ceremony. Now for generations of Americans, the 
national anthem always points to the flag, and yet it points to 
so much mote. It commemorates the millions of patriots who 
have braved the heat of battle all over the world to defend 
our ideals of government. It commemorates _ their 
unspeakable courage to defend our way of life. Yet, the point 
of this book is not to talk about American history as much as 
it is to talk about American spirituality, especially the 
American Christian. 


I hope this book has caused the reader to think deeply 
about our spiritual roots as a people. Certainly without the 
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Christian faith, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, or the Bible we 
would not be the nation that we have become. Our freedoms 
have been blessed with enormous economic prosperity 
greater than any other nation in the history of humanity. Our 
people have enjoyed more and deeper individual freedom 
than any other nation in the history of the world as well. Yet 
this book is not about our American freedoms or our 
prosperity. It isn’t about the national anthem either. It is a 
book about spiritual warfare. More importantly, it is a book 
about what the Bible declares about spiritual warfare. 


The Christian Church does not have a single anthem to 
sing. Instead it has thousands of songs to sing of our faith 
and trust in Christ. Though we are not a nation of the world, 
deep within the heartbeat of the people of God there is a 
harmony, a melody, and a rhythm which sings of one faith, 
one baptism, and one Lord. This song emerges from beneath 
the discordance of our flesh and unspiritual attitudes. It is not 
a song that we sing in the same manner as we do the national 
anthem. This is a melody and harmony composed by the 
Spirit of God as we live our lives beneath His grace. It is a 
masterpiece that is composed of our footsteps of faith, our 
prayers, our trust in Christ, and our understanding of God’s 
Word. It is sung through a kind act done to someone who 
does not deserve it. It is seen in the tears that flow from the 
eyes of people when they first come to the Lord. It is a song 
that lifts humanity out of bondage more than any other song. 
The central chord that holds the musical structure of this 
spiritual song is the threefold chord of love, faith, and hope. 
It is orchestrated by the Master Himself, who is the head of 
the Church, Jesus Christ. 


This is the song that causes the earth to quake beneath 
our feet. It is a spiritual song that can open prison doors. 
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Acts 16:25 About midnight Paul and Silas were 
praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them, 


Acts 16:26 and suddenly there was a great 
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken. And immediately all the doors were 
opened, and everyone's bonds were unfastened. 


(ESV) 


It is a song that can remove the scales from blinded eyes. It 
is a song that can remove the shackles from imprisoned souls. 
This song can truly make the cripple walk and even leap for 
joy. Now all of this glorious music may take place in total 
silence. It may take place in the silence of a green pasture 
while sitting perfectly still beside a placid body of water. It 
may be heard in the faces of people as they ride out the 
ferocious wind of a hurricane. The wind may not be physical 
wind. The wind of spiritual warfare may blow against our 
lives at any time with hurricane force. We must realize that 
our song is Christ Himself. 


For centuries believers from every nation have been 
singing this song. This song shook the ground beneath the 
mighty Roman empire. This song delivered the people of 
God from bondage in Egypt. It sings of the miracle of the 
water of a sea parting and the people passing through on dry 
land. It sings of the miraculous provision of food while the 
people were tried in the wilderness for forty years. It sings of 
spiritual battles fought and won. It sings of the courage of a 
young man named David who faced down a giant and slew 
him through trust in God. This is the song we need to sing 
now in America and across the world in the face of this 
invisible foe called the Coronavirus. 
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While scientists and doctors scramble for a vaccine and 
an effective therapy to treat the virus, governments across the 
world desperately attempt to cope with certain financial 
disaster. This is mankind struggling to save himself. However, 
the Christian has an opportunity to trust in God at this hour 
in history. We are the ones with the song in the night. The 
question is, will we sing it? This is our opportunity to 
experience what Saint Paul and Silas did when they were 
imprisoned. They didn’t just sit there, no they sang their 
songs of faith. Their song of faith shook the earth beneath 
their feet and the shaking won souls to Christ. This is our 
opportunity to experience what the ancient Israelites 
experienced when they were told to stand still and behold the 
salvation of the Lord. After they passed through the sea they 
sang. 


Exodus 15:1 Then Moses and the people of 
Israel sang this song to the LORD, saying, “T will 
sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed 
gloriously; the horse and his rider he has thrown 
into the sea. 


Exodus 15:2 The LORD is my strength and my 
song, and he has become my salvation; this is my 
God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and 
I will exalt him. 


Exodus 15:3 The LORD is a man of war; the 
LORD is his name. 


Exodus 15:4 “Pharaoh's chariots and his host he 
cast into the sea, and his chosen officers were 
sunk in the Red Sea. 


Exodus 15:5 The floods covered them; they went 
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down into the depths like a stone. 


Exodus 15:6 Your right hand, O LORD, glorious 
in power, your right hand, O LORD, shatters the 
enemy. 


Exodus 15:7 In the greatness of your majesty you 
overthrow your adversaries; you send out your 
fury; it consumes them like stubble. 


Exodus 15:8 At the blast of your nostrils the 
waters piled up; the floods stood up in a heap; 
the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 


Exodus 15:9 The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will 
overtake, I will divide the spoil, my desire shall 
have its fill of them. I will draw my sword; my 
hand shall destroy them.’ 


Exodus 15:10 You blew with your wind; the sea 
covered them; they sank like lead in the mighty 
waters. 


Exodus 15:11 “Who is like you, O LORD, 
among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing 
wonders? 


Exodus 15:12 You stretched out your right hand; 
the earth swallowed them. 


Exodus 15:13 “You have led in your steadfast 
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love the people whom you have redeemed; you 
have guided them by your strength to your holy 
abode. 


Exodus 15:14 The peoples have heard; they 
tremble; pangs have seized the inhabitants of 
Philistia. 


Exodus 15:15 Now are the chiefs of Edom 
dismayed; trembling seizes the leaders of Moab; 
all the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away. 


Exodus 15:16 Terror and dread fall upon them; 
because of the greatness of your arm, they are 
still as a stone, till your people, O LORD, pass 
by, till the people pass by whom you have 
purchased. 


Exodus 15:17 You will bring them in and plant 
them on your own mountain, the place, O 
LORD, which you have made for your abode, 
the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have 
established. 


Exodus 15:18 The LORD will reign forever and 


ever.” 


Exodus 15:19 For when the horses of Pharaoh 
with his chariots and his horsemen went into the 
sea, the LORD brought back the waters of the 
sea upon them, but the people of Israel walked 
on dry ground in the midst of the sea. 
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Exodus 15:20 Then Miriam the prophetess, the 
sister of Aaton, took a tambourine in her hand, 
and all the women went out after her with 
tambourines and dancing. 


Exodus 15:21 And Miriam sang to them: “Sing to 
the LORD, for he has trtumphed gloriously; the 
horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.” 


(ESV) 


Why couldn’t they sing before they passed through the 
sea? They couldn’t because they did not have enough faith to 
do so. Once again, God stepped into the scene and fought 
for His people all by grace. 


There are 114 occurrences of the word courage through 
12 translations in the Bible. These verses teach that true faith, 
a faith that truly accomplishes God’s purposes on Earth, is 
not for the faint at heart. Countless saints have laid it all on 
the line, even to the point of martyrdom, for the sake of the 
Gospel. It will require great, even supernatural courage to 
speak the truth in love to this generation as well. This is so 
because the world which we live in today is just as Christ 
rejecting as it was thousands of years ago. Below is 20 verses 
from the Bible about courage. A thoughtful and careful 
reading of these verses can help us grasp a_ biblical 
understanding of the kind of courage that God may require 
of us in the spiritual battle that rages around us today. 


1. David also said to Solomon his son, “Be strong and 
coutageous and do the work. Do not be afraid or 
discouraged, for the LORD God, my God is with 
you. He will not fail you or forsake you until all the 
work for the service of the temple of the LORD is 
finished. (1 Chronicles 28:20) 
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Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. 
Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, because you know that your 
labor in the Lord is not in vain. (1 Corinthians 15:58) 
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or 
terrified because of them, for the LORD your God 
goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake 
you.” Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to 
him in the presence of all Israel, “Be strong and 
courageous, for you must go with this people into the 
land that the LORD swote to their ancestors to give 
them, and you must divide it among them as their 
inheritance. The LORD himself goes before you and 
will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake 
you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” 
(Deuteronomy 31:6-8) 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty 
power. (Ephesians 6:10) 

“Do not be afraid; you will not be put to shame. Do 
not fear disgrace; you will not be humiliated. You will 
forget the shame of your youth and remember no 
more the reproach of your widowhood. (Isaiah 54:4) 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts 
be troubled and do not be afraid. (John 14:27) 

The LORD is my light and my salvation— whom 
shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life— 
of whom shall I be afraid? (Psalm 27:1) 

When I am afraid, I put my trust in you. In God, 
whose word I praise— in God, I trust and am not 
afraid. What can mere mortals do to me? (Psalm 56:3- 
4) 

For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, 
but gives us power, love, and self-discipline. (2 
Timothy 1:7) 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, 
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for the LORD your God will be with you wherever 
you go.” So Joshua ordered the officers of the 
people: “Go through the camp and tell the people, 
‘Get your provisions ready. Three days from now you 
will cross the Jordan here to go in and take possession 
of the land the LORD your God is giving you for 
your own.” (Joshua 1:9-11) 

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be 
dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you 
and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous 
right hand. “All who rage against you will surely be 
ashamed and disgraced; those who oppose you will be 
as nothing and perish. Though you search for your 
enemies, you will not find them. Those who wage wat 
against you will be as nothing at all. For I am the 
LORD your God who takes hold of your right hand 
and says to you, Do not fear; I will help you. (Isaiah 
41:10-13) 

Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be 
coutageous; be strong. (1 Corinthians 16:13) 

Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and 
wait for the LORD. (Psalm 27:14) 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding; in all your ways submit 
to him, and he will make your paths straight. 
(Proverbs 3:5-6) 

The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He 
makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me 
beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides 
me along the right paths for his name’s sake. Even 
though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear 
no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, 
they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in 
the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head 
with oil; my cup overflows. Surely your goodness and 
love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will 
dwell in the house of the LORD forever. (Psalm 23:1- 
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4) 

16. Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him, “Don’t be 
afraid; just believe.” (Mark 5:36) 

17. without being frightened in any way by those who 
oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be 
destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by 
God. (Philippians 1:28) 

18. They will have no fear of bad news; their hearts are 
steadfast, trusting in the LORD. (Psalm 112:7) 

19. Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these 
people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to 
give them. (Joshua 1:6) 

20. Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the 
LORD. (Psalm 31:24) 


Christian Quotes About Courage 

“The remedy for discouragement is the Word of God. When 
you feed your heart and mind with its truth, you regain your 
perspective and find renewed strength.” Warren Wiersbe 


“Courage is contagious. When a brave man takes a stand, the 
spines of others are often stiffened.” Billy Graham 


“The Christian life is not a constant high. I have my moments 
of deep discouragement. I have to go to God in prayer with 
tears in my eyes, and say, 'O God, forgive me,’ or 'Help me.” 
Billy Graham 


“I would go to the deeps a hundred times to cheer a 
downcast spirit. It is good for me to have been afflicted, that 
I might know how to speak a word in season to one that is 
weary.” Charles Spurgeon 
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“Never let us be discouraged with ourselves. It is not when 
we ate conscious of our faults that we are the most wicked; 
on the contrary, we are less so. We see by a brighter light; and 
let us remember for our consolation, that we never perceive 
our sins till we begin to cure them.” Francois Fenelon 


Now we have come to the final words of this book. Let 
us be strong in the Lord and in the might of His power. Let 
us stand firm in the grace of God and be not entangled with 
the yoke of bondage. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus who is the 
Author and Perfecter of our faith. Let us put off the weight 
which encumbers us and impedes our walk. Let us not be a 
cowardly generation of Christians, and take on this enemy by 
faith. Let us sing the song of the Lord’s victory as Moses and 
the people of God did centuries ago. Let us not shrink back 
in this battle. Make no mistake about the matter, we are in a 
fight for our way of life, our democracy, and our 
erandchildren’s children. The Lord is truly mighty in battle. 
We can and hopefully will trust in Him. So I ask one final 
time, “Oh, Say Can You See?” 
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